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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

South Carolina Aviation Association Announces 2026 Scholarship Recipients 
 

Charleston, S.C. – June 22, 2026— The South Carolina Aviation Association (SCAA) is proud to 
announce the recipients of its 2026 SCAA Scholarship Program, awarding a record-breaking $11,000 in 
scholarships to promising students pursuing careers in aviation and aerospace. This year's scholarship pool 
represents the largest amount awarded in a single year by SCAA, surpassing the previous high-water mark of 
$7,500. The Scholarship Program is supported through generous donations and proceeds from events such as 
the silent auction and the golf outing, sponsored by Ardurra, held during the 2026 SCAA Annual 
Conference. 

This year's seven recipients are actively advancing their education and flight training while preparing to 
become the next generation of aviation professionals in South Carolina. Their career goals span commercial 
aviation, military aviation, aerospace engineering, aviation management, and flight instruction. 

Kyle Campbell of Summerville is pursuing a Professional Pilot degree through Charleston Southern 
University's School of Aeronautics. A U.S. Air Force veteran and current reservist, Campbell plans to earn 
his remaining certifications and ratings before building flight hours as an instructor in the Charleston area. 
His long-term goal is to fly for Breeze Airways and eventually a major airline while remaining active in 
South Carolina's aviation community. 

Olivia Gilbert of Mount Pleasant is studying National Security and Foreign Affairs at Virginia Tech while 
participating in Army ROTC. She is currently pursuing her Private Pilot License and intends to become an 
Army aviator before transitioning to civilian aviation. Gilbert also hopes to mentor future pilots and 
encourage the next generation of aviation professionals. 

Donovan Wofford of Summerville is enrolled in Charleston Southern University's Professional Pilot 
program. After earning his Private Pilot Certificate through a summer flight academy, Wofford continued his 
aviation training and is currently working toward his Instrument Rating. He plans to complete his bachelor's 
degree while pursuing a career in corporate aviation. 
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William Johnson of Piedmont is training through USAeroFlight while pursuing an Associate Degree in 
Advanced Piloting through Community College of Beaver County and a future bachelor's degree in Aviation 
Management from Southern Illinois University. Johnson also serves as Deputy Commander of Support for 
Civil Air Patrol's Greenville Composite Squadron and volunteers with aviation outreach programs across the 
state. His goal is to earn additional certifications and serve as a local flight instructor. 

Will Cornish of Simpsonville is a high school student preparing to begin flight training through Greenville 
Aviation. Inspired by his participation in Greenville County School District's Aerospace Technologies 
program, Cornish plans to pursue collegiate or military aviation opportunities while working toward his 
Private Pilot License. His ultimate goal is to become a rescue pilot, combining aviation with a commitment 
to serving others. 

Jadon Steele of Summerville is pursuing an Aeronautics-Professional Pilot degree at Charleston Southern 
University. After discovering a passion for aviation through independent research and hands-on flight 
experiences, Steele committed to a career in professional aviation. He plans to earn all required certifications 
through Charleston Southern's program, work as a Certified Flight Instructor and ultimately fly for a major 
airline. 

Kennedy Washington of Simpsonville is studying Aerospace Engineering at the Florida Institute of 
Technology. Through hands-on projects involving remote-controlled aircraft and drone systems, Washington 
has developed a strong foundation in aerodynamics, engineering and aviation technology. She plans to 
pursue a career advancing innovation within the aerospace industry. 

SCAA President, James Stephens, shares, “SCAA is excited to award a record amount of scholarship 
funding this year, allowing us to support more aspiring aviation professionals than ever before. The success 
of this program reflects the community of members and sponsors who are committed to strengthening South 
Carolina’s aviation workforce.”  

The SCAA Scholarship Program supports students as they pursue the education, training and certifications 
needed to become future leaders in aviation and aerospace. Students interested in applying for the 2027 
SCAA Scholarship Program are encouraged to submit their applications by April 30, 2027. Scholarship 
details, application information and opportunities to support the program through donations can be found at 
scaaonline.com/scholarship. 
 
About SCAA: The South Carolina Aviation Association (SCAA) actively promotes aviation growth through 
airport development and safety to meet the air transportation and economic development needs of South 
Carolina. South Carolina’s airports serve as vital economic drivers, supporting businesses, residents, and 
visitors while also playing a critical role in health, safety, and national security. SCAA and its members 
serve as key resources for aviation-related policy and advocacy, working closely with state legislators and 
industry leaders. The association’s efforts have led to significant advancements, including amendments to the 
State Aviation Fund and reductions in county property tax. For more information, please visit 
scaaonline.com. 
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