NORTH TO ALASKA

FOR THE FIFTH TIME
PART 2 — TRAVEL JOURNAL WITH

PHOTOS

CONTINUING THE SAGA



MORE INSIGHTS

MORE OF THE STORY
My recent article for the South Carolina Aviation Association is here:

https://scaaonline.com/north-to-alaska-for-the-fifth-time/

But there is still more of the story to tell...

WEATHER AND FUEL

CALL AHEAD!

Weather and fuel are your issues you will
tend to deal with as you travel around
Alaska. On one trip I was doing flying
down the Bristol Bay shore heading to Port
Heiden PAPH, I knew they had fuel but
when I arrived, I found out they were out
of 100LL but had Mogas. The
ATTENDANT said they had 100LL back at
Pilot Point PAPN about 60 miles back
towards real fuel, so off I went. Well, they didn't have it there either,
but I was able to get a ride into town to get 10 gallons in fuel bags I
had in my cargo pod. Still not enough to get back to where fuel was
truly available. Then a Cherokee 6 landed and after talking to the


https://scaaonline.com/north-to-alaska-for-the-fifth-time/

pilot I was able to get an
additional 10 gallons from under
his wing, this allowed me to fly
back towards King Salmon and
top off at Natnek 5NK.

So, the takeaway from this is to
call ahead if you can, take a
jiggle hose to get fuel from the
top of a tank, have fuel bags if
possible, a way to screen your
fuel for water or contaminants,
as well as mix Mogas to 100LL or
just run what you can get. Run it
rich and keep power back, low climbs if you can and just take it easy
till you can get the right fuel

I have only flown the highway as well as the trench from Watson
Lake to McKenzie CYZY. If flying the trench you need to have a
range of 400sm to make it. So, plan on this with fuel as needed.

There is a place to stop and overnight that is 100 miles south of
Watson Lake, Scoop Lake is a place to stop if needed, you land in a
field so a bit rough. Darwin and his wife Wendy are great hosts with
comfortable cabins and warm meals.



https://scooplake.com.

Flying the highway from Coots/Sweetgrass after I've completed
Canadian customs I'll fly to Airdrie CEF4 for the night, nice FBO, fuel,
WIFI from there I'll stop at Dawson Creek CYDQ for fuel and a meal

at the FBO.

Head to Ft Nelson to top off and
continue to Toad River CBK7 for the
night, they have cabins, camping,
and just a nice place to relax.


https://scooplake.com/

On from there I follow the Alcan possibly landing on the highway to
a turnout to relax, coffee, stretch etc.. the next place of interest is
Watson Lake for fuel.

I suggest you can a cab into town to see the Sign Post Forest, they
say there is now 100,000 sign post in a very small area.

Really worth the stop, it will cost
about $80-$100 but worth the stop!



CUSTOMS

DO YOUR RESEARCH

The next issue will be
US customs and I
really suggest you look
over everything in
https://fly2ak.com as
there has been
changes of what is
needed for US Customs
that has changed for
2026 and I'm not
happy with them but I'll deal with the options just like you will. One
choice is I'll fly south stopping at Atlin CYSQ for fuel then into
Juneau PAIN for customs, from there fly the coast to Yakutat 2Y3 for
fuel then Cordova CKU and into Anchorage area airports. If you look
over FF or Gamin you can find a bunch of airport/strips along the
way and if you go to satellite screen and look you can find a bunch
more strips that are not charted but can make good emergency
stops for weather etc..

NAVIGATION

PERSPECTIVE AND PLANNING

Since 2014, when I purchased my PA-12, I have flown over 2500
hours, including four trips to Alaska, as well as adventures in
northern Quebec. These trips have been a great learning experience



regarding aviation and how weather on an aircraft (and pilot) can
really be tested to it's fullest

The scale of navigation planning has many layers: aircraft range, fuel
availability, places of interest and accommodation. Here are some
examples of local, regional and overall plans.

WHAT TO TAKE & THE PHYSICAL TOLL

PERSPECTIVE AND PLANNING

A pile a crap from 2022 trip, I’'ve cut it back by 1/3 to almost 1/2. After two
more trips and on this one a bit more as well.



This says a lot in planning. Long day, what’s next, weather, | did 2000 miles in 2
days in a cub at 95 mph. This is at Airdrie airport.

2- days. Up n moving at dawn, fly till 1-2 hours before sunset.
Typically 5am-8/9pm

3 stops for fuel.

Home to Perham 16D to Airdrie after customs.



After home in 2022 150 tac hours in 5 weeks. Was home about 1 day
and looked in the mirror.

PLACES OF PERSONAL INTEREST

MEMORABLE EVENTS AND PLACES
Scenes from Knik glacier



I found a “seal”!
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GEORGE GLACIER NEAR THE KNIK GLACIER

My plane at the 5 acre where | spent 2 weeks in 2013 thinking about life
and here | am 3 years later in my own plane.
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Bears rule..

Excellent
fishing.
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Moose!
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Out on the tundra moss, blue berry bushes soft fields, uneven, hard to walk in
sponge ground.

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS

Over the years we worked with a number of notable clients, Tom Selkeck
was one that we built and finish a number of guns, one was to
commemorate Magnum Pi to Blue Bloods. We also built guns for Under
Wild Skies for Tony Makris that he used on his safaris in Africa. | had a
great time working with them and give my staff credit for the heart they
put into very job to make it the best they could build. Also, | traded a
handgun to Gary Burghoff AKA Radar from Mash for some of his
paintings.
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| supported many Foundation fund raising over the years from most all of
the hunting and game conservation programs as well the NRA Firearms
Conservation wing. I'm a life member of the NRA, member of the
American Custom Gun Maker Guild. | figure that over the past 30 plus
years we have generated close to One Million dollars for these

programs, this is my way to give back to the industry that was so good to
me.

NEXT ADVENTURE!

NSEW TRIP — 2026

By the time you read this I will be on to the next adventure. East
last year, South Key West last week or so. Then Wales and Barlow
June 26. Follow along with me at the link below:

https://share.garmin.com/DougTurnbull

Garmin Explore™
share.garmin.com
https://share.garmin.com/
DougTurnbull
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https://share.garmin.com/DougTurnbull
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Until Next time...




