
On July 17, 2025, James “Lanny” Cline, Aviation Safety Inspector, FAASTeam Program
Manager (Operations) Columbia FSDO, conducted a First Responder to Aircraft
Accident webinar for South Carolina Aviation Safety Team Representatives. Here are
some of the key topics from the presentation:

First Responder Responsibilities - Security and Safety
Awareness of numerous biohazards
Beware of fraudulent FAA badges and impersonators 
Composite - thread and glue; carcinogens
Importance of safety equipment - eye protection and respirator use 
Materials with low flash points (low number easier to ignite)
Accident / Incident daytime vs nighttime conditions dangers 
Tires and hard braking (brake cooling area; fusible safety plug melting hazards) 
Air Bag dangers and precautions
Ballistic Parachute dangers and precautions

Please click on the hyperlinks below to access individual subject modules.
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First Responder Safety at a Small
Aircraft or Helicopter Accident

As small aircraft and helicopters have become more
complex, technology has provided systems that have
enhanced operational safety. In the event of an
accident, many of these systems have presented
additional hazards to first responders or any
potential rescuer at an aircraft accident scene. The
FAA, in cooperation with General Aviation
Manufacturers Association (GAMA), various
manufacturers and first responder professional
organizations, has developed training for safety at an
aircraft accident scene. While the material was
initially developed for firefighters, Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) and police, it provides useful
information for any persons that may come across an
aircraft accident.

Module 1: Systems and Material Hazards
Recommended for firefighters and EMS.
Primary module that identifies hazards unique to
aircraft accidents.

Module 2: Aircraft Type Familiarization and Mission
Specific Hazards

Recommended for firefighters and EMS.
Outlines aircraft variations in service and hazards
associated with certain aircraft usage.

Module 3: Command and Recovery
Recommended for firefighters, EMS and law
enforcement for aircraft accident protocol
development.
Recognizes operational protocol for managing an
accident scene and requirements related to the
investigation of the accident.

Module 4: Ballistic Parachute System Familiarization
Recommended for firefighters and recovery
personnel.
Provides information that will detail the
installation, operation and techniques used by
manufacturers to disable a Ballistic Parachute
System so that the first responder will have a
better understanding if tasked by the
manufacturer to disable the system.

Safety Update
Leo Berube, CFI, CFI-I, MEI, FAASTeam Representative

Leo Berube

https://gama.aero
https://gama.aero
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/mod1
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/mod2
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/mod3
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/mod4
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An investigation will result in a report of the facts and
the NTSB's analysis and probable cause of the
accident or incident. We may also produce other
products designed to improve transportation safety
such as safety recommendations, safety alerts, or
other safety information. 

The NTSB's primary focus is to improve safety for the
travelling public. We do not conduct investigations
for the purpose of determining the rights, liabilities,
or blame of any person or entity. 

The aim of all NTSB investigations is to prevent the
recurrence of other accidents and incidents. We
carefully consider the level of detail necessary for
each investigation with the aim of concentrating
resources on investigations that are most likely to
enhance aviation safety while still fulfilling our
mandate to investigate all civil aviation accidents.
Because many accidents have similar causes and may
not provide new safety information that would result
in further action, investigating these in detail may not
be justified given our limited resources. Thus, our
investigators do not launch to the scene of every
accident, conduct an in-depth investigation, or
produce an extensive report for many accidents with
known circumstances. 

We have a classification system for investigation
depth and final report for each event (accident or
incident). The initial classification of an investigation is
subject to change depending on the safety issues that
are identified throughout the course of the
investigation.

Aviation Investigation Classification

The NTSB investigates all civil aviation accidents and
select incidents to:

Determine the facts, conditions, and
circumstances relating to an accident; 
Determine one or more probable causes; and 
Issue safety recommendations to prevent or
mitigate the effects of a similar accident. (See 49
CFR 831.4.) 

We begin by assessing available facts to determine
the appropriate investigative response. Following an
initial assessment, our investigators determine the
level of response and work with those who may be
affected by, involved in, or have pertinent information
about the accident or incident. 

Module 5: Systems and Material Hazards for Rescuers
Recommended for police, airport and the aviation
community or others that may be tasked with
initial rescue.
Provides material from Module 1, however
recognizes that Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) may not be equivalent to firefighter/EMS
Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) and
does not address extrication.

Additional accident and training resources
GAMA First Responders - manufacturer-specific
information
FAA Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) -
additional FAA guidance.
FAA Aircraft Registry

Reporting an accident
To the FAA: Flight Standards District Offices
(FSDO)
To the National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB)

Resources: 
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders
https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/mod5
https://gama.aero/firstresponders/
https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/aircraft_rescue_fire_fighting
https://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/Search/NNumberInquiry
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo
https://www.ntsb.gov/Pages/aviationreport.aspx
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders

