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The new Lancaster County Airport Terminal at McWhirter Field opens its doors, 
ushering in a new era of economic growth and regional hospitality.



It’s hard to believe that the seasons have changed, and that we’re heading towards 
winter and a new year. It seems like this time of the year, normally my favorite, 
gets cut short because of project planning, preparation and progression. I have to 
remind myself often that we work hard so we can leave things better than we found 
them. In recent years though, it seems that our aviation system is working just to 
keep up with demand and growth.

Since our last newsletter, we’ve seen transition and heard about plans for changing 
airport CEO’s and directors. We’re preparing for changes in leadership at the South 
Carolina Aeronautics Commission (SCAC). We’re hearing about budget constraints 
and requests, but all of us involved in the promotion and development of aviation 
here in South Carolina are hopeful that the collective work will be recognized, 
acknowledged, and rewarded.

As we work through these fall planning stages and prepare ourselves for an 
upcoming new year, my hope is that each of you will stand beside and support the work that the South 
Carolina Aviation Association will undertake. We’re working with the SCAC to develop our strategy to 
support a budget request that will ultimately lead to the level of recurring funding that we’ve been needing 
and requesting. We’re looking at membership levels to make sure we’re getting the value each of us needs, 
so that we can continue to support one another and grow together.

Apart from budgets and membership, we’re planning for great things at the upcoming conference, but your 
participation is the most critical part of making that planning a success. Even now, we ask that you provide 
input on sessions that would be valuable to you. We ask that you reach out to vendors that work at your 
airport to see if they can become part of SCAA, and if we can help you get them connected as a corporate 
member, we’re happy to do so. Please make sure that you’re going to be part of the events in Myrtle Beach 
in February.  

As we prepare for the upcoming legislative session now is a great time to reengage at the local level. Take 
the coming weeks to do exactly that. Invite your local representatives to your airport for a visit. Go see 
them. Start the conversation now. Tell them that the South Carolina Aviation Association will be back to visit 
the legislature as soon as session starts. There’s no better time for you to show what needs to be done at 
your local airport than the present. Then, come January, they’ll know exactly why SCAA is back requesting 
more support for South Carolina’s airports.
 
As always, thanks so much for being a part of SCAA!  

Blue skies,

SC Aviation Association Update
James Stephens, C.M., SCAA President

James Stephens
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As cold weather settles in across South Carolina, the change in season brings 
with it a familiar rhythm in state government—budget season. Each year this 
period provides both a challenge and an opportunity: to evaluate where we’ve 
been, where we’re going, and how best to position aviation to serve the people 
and economy of our state.

This year, the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission (SCAC) is again making 
a significant budget request—$100 million in recurring funding—to support 
and strengthen our state’s commercial airports and to stand up several new 
initiatives designed to meet growing aviation demands. This level of investment 
reflects the scale of need we are seeing statewide. Commercial service airports 
are expanding to accommodate record passenger growth, and general aviation 
airports continue to play vital roles in supporting business, industry, emergency 
response, and recreation.

Our request isn’t just about keeping pace—it’s about positioning South Carolina for the future. The proposed 
recurring funding would create a dedicated, sustainable source of support for commercial airports, ensuring that 
the state remains competitive regionally and nationally. It would also allow SCAC to expand strategic programs 
that enhance safety, infrastructure resilience, and economic impact across the aviation system. We believe that 
strong, reliable investment in aviation infrastructure pays dividends in jobs, connectivity, and economic growth for 
every corner of the state.

While much of our attention is focused on budgets and planning, we also continue to manage the Commission’s 
operational needs, including the sale of our King Air C90. As of this writing, the aircraft is on the market, and once 
the sale is complete, the Commission’s Airplane Committee will begin its evaluation and decision process for 
selecting a replacement. Our goal remains the same—to maintain safe, efficient, and cost-effective transportation 
options for the travel needs of our state legislators and agencies.

This is also, for me personally, a season of transition. Earlier this year, I announced my plans to retire as Director 
of the Aeronautics Commission. The process to identify my successor is underway, and I have every confidence 
that the Commission will find a strong leader to carry forward the important work of advancing aviation in South 
Carolina.

I also want to take this opportunity to express my deep appreciation for my staff at SCAC and our Commissioners. 
I have been truly fortunate to work with such a dedicated and supportive group of individuals. My staff’s diligent 
attention to detail and steady commitment to South Carolina’s aviation system have been invaluable. The 
Commissioners’ collective experience, leadership, insight and vision have guided us through challenges and 
ensured that every decision is made in the best interest of the state and its airports. 

As I reflect on my time with SCAC, I’m filled with gratitude—for the partnerships we’ve built, the projects we’ve 
delivered, and the dedicated professionals across our airports who make aviation in this state such a success story.
That said, my work isn’t done just yet. Until the day I retire, I remain fully engaged in the mission of supporting 
South Carolina’s airports and the communities they serve. From budget advocacy and planning initiatives to in-
frastructure development and safety programs, our team continues to do the work of supporting South Carolina’s 
airport system. The months ahead promise to be busy, but also deeply rewarding, as we lay the groundwork for 
the next phase of aviation growth in our state.

Fair Skies,
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South Carolina Aeronautics Commission Update
Gary Siegfried, Executive Director

Gary Siegfried



On July 17, 2025, James “Lanny” Cline, Aviation Safety Inspector, FAASTeam Program
Manager (Operations) Columbia FSDO, conducted a First Responder to Aircraft
Accident webinar for South Carolina Aviation Safety Team Representatives. Here are
some of the key topics from the presentation:

First Responder Responsibilities - Security and Safety
Awareness of numerous biohazards
Beware of fraudulent FAA badges and impersonators 
Composite - thread and glue; carcinogens
Importance of safety equipment - eye protection and respirator use 
Materials with low flash points (low number easier to ignite)
Accident / Incident daytime vs nighttime conditions dangers 
Tires and hard braking (brake cooling area; fusible safety plug melting hazards) 
Air Bag dangers and precautions
Ballistic Parachute dangers and precautions

Please click on the hyperlinks below to access individual subject modules.

 

 

Continued on Next Page 

 

 

First Responder Safety at a Small
Aircraft or Helicopter Accident

As small aircraft and helicopters have become more
complex, technology has provided systems that have
enhanced operational safety. In the event of an
accident, many of these systems have presented
additional hazards to first responders or any
potential rescuer at an aircraft accident scene. The
FAA, in cooperation with General Aviation
Manufacturers Association (GAMA), various
manufacturers and first responder professional
organizations, has developed training for safety at an
aircraft accident scene. While the material was
initially developed for firefighters, Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) and police, it provides useful
information for any persons that may come across an
aircraft accident.

Module 1: Systems and Material Hazards
Recommended for firefighters and EMS.
Primary module that identifies hazards unique to
aircraft accidents.

Module 2: Aircraft Type Familiarization and Mission
Specific Hazards

Recommended for firefighters and EMS.
Outlines aircraft variations in service and hazards
associated with certain aircraft usage.

Module 3: Command and Recovery
Recommended for firefighters, EMS and law
enforcement for aircraft accident protocol
development.
Recognizes operational protocol for managing an
accident scene and requirements related to the
investigation of the accident.

Module 4: Ballistic Parachute System Familiarization
Recommended for firefighters and recovery
personnel.
Provides information that will detail the
installation, operation and techniques used by
manufacturers to disable a Ballistic Parachute
System so that the first responder will have a
better understanding if tasked by the
manufacturer to disable the system.

Safety Update
Leo Berube, CFI, CFI-I, MEI, FAASTeam Representative

Leo Berube

https://gama.aero
https://gama.aero
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/mod1
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/mod2
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/mod3
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/mod4
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https://bit.ly/3PE9tMA

www.FAASafety.gov  Download All Fact Sheets at bit.ly/GAFactSheets 

An investigation will result in a report of the facts and
the NTSB's analysis and probable cause of the
accident or incident. We may also produce other
products designed to improve transportation safety
such as safety recommendations, safety alerts, or
other safety information. 

The NTSB's primary focus is to improve safety for the
travelling public. We do not conduct investigations
for the purpose of determining the rights, liabilities,
or blame of any person or entity. 

The aim of all NTSB investigations is to prevent the
recurrence of other accidents and incidents. We
carefully consider the level of detail necessary for
each investigation with the aim of concentrating
resources on investigations that are most likely to
enhance aviation safety while still fulfilling our
mandate to investigate all civil aviation accidents.
Because many accidents have similar causes and may
not provide new safety information that would result
in further action, investigating these in detail may not
be justified given our limited resources. Thus, our
investigators do not launch to the scene of every
accident, conduct an in-depth investigation, or
produce an extensive report for many accidents with
known circumstances. 

We have a classification system for investigation
depth and final report for each event (accident or
incident). The initial classification of an investigation is
subject to change depending on the safety issues that
are identified throughout the course of the
investigation.

Aviation Investigation Classification

The NTSB investigates all civil aviation accidents and
select incidents to:

Determine the facts, conditions, and
circumstances relating to an accident; 
Determine one or more probable causes; and 
Issue safety recommendations to prevent or
mitigate the effects of a similar accident. (See 49
CFR 831.4.) 

We begin by assessing available facts to determine
the appropriate investigative response. Following an
initial assessment, our investigators determine the
level of response and work with those who may be
affected by, involved in, or have pertinent information
about the accident or incident. 

Module 5: Systems and Material Hazards for Rescuers
Recommended for police, airport and the aviation
community or others that may be tasked with
initial rescue.
Provides material from Module 1, however
recognizes that Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) may not be equivalent to firefighter/EMS
Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) and
does not address extrication.

Additional accident and training resources
GAMA First Responders - manufacturer-specific
information
FAA Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) -
additional FAA guidance.
FAA Aircraft Registry

Reporting an accident
To the FAA: Flight Standards District Offices
(FSDO)
To the National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB)

Resources: 
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders
https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders/mod5
https://gama.aero/firstresponders/
https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/aircraft_rescue_fire_fighting
https://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/Search/NNumberInquiry
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo
https://www.ntsb.gov/Pages/aviationreport.aspx
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/first_responders
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2026 SCAA Conference

Airport Project of the Year

SCAA will recognize outstanding airport projects with 
its 2025 Airport Project of the Year Awards. This 
prestigious honor highlights innovative, impactful, and 
well-executed projects at airports across the state.

The nomination window is open, providing airports the 
opportunity to submit projects completed between 
October 1, 2024 and September 30, 2025. 
Nominations are requested in two categories: General 
Aviation Airports and Commercial Service Airports. 

During the Annual Conference the top two nominees 
from each cateogry will present their projects. The 
awards will then be presented to the top projects in 
each category, celebrating their achievements before 
the full membership. This is a unique opportunity for 
airports and consultants to showcase excellence, share 
best practices, and gain recognition for projects that 
enhance South Carolina’s aviation infrastructure.

Airport Project of the Year applications can be 
submitted at scaaonline.com.

The Business of Aviation

Mark your calendar for the SCAA Annual Conference, 
taking place February 11–13, 2026, at the Marriott 
Grande Dunes in Myrtle Beach, SC. This year’s theme, 
The Business of Aviation, will explore the econom-
ic impact, innovation, and opportunities driving our 
industry forward.

Attendees can enjoy discounted hotel rates starting 
at $179 plus resort fees and tax now until January 10, 
2026. Registration opens soon, so stay tuned for 
details and prepare to join airport professionals, 
partners, and industry leaders from across South 
Carolina for three days of learning, collaboration, and 
connection.

This year’s conference will offer a variety of 
sponsorship opportunities, with packages starting at 
$500, along with tiered add-on options for Legislative 
Boosters, designed to strengthen our advocacy 
efforts for recurring airport funding. Exhibitor rates are 
set at $1,100 for Corporate Members and $1,595 for 
non-members.

https://scaaonline.com/conference2/
https://scaaonline.com/projectoftheyear/
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CLUE Tool Project Upgrade

CLUE Tool Upgrade Enhances Land Use Evaluation Near South Carolina Airports

A major upgrade has been completed to the online system used to analyze and assess 
the compatibility of rezoning requests and development projects located near South 
Carolina’s public-use airports. Known as the Compatible Land Use Evaluation (CLUE) 
Tool, the system plays a vital role in supporting informed land-use decisions that pro-
tect airport operations and surrounding communities.

While airport staff actively promote and support the system’s use, its primary users are 
local government planning and development permitting officials at the county and 
municipal levels. Under Title 55 of South Carolina State Law, requesting a compatibility 
review through the CLUE Tool is not only a best practice—it is a legal requirement for 
proposed projects within designated airport influence areas. 

SECTION 55-13-5. Public use airport maps; review of plans for development.
 “Each governmental body or agency receiving these maps shall ensure notice of any planned development, 
plat approval, or building permit issued in an airport safety zone or airport land use zone be provided to the 
division for review…”
 
You can find out more about the CLUE Tool and development near SC Airports on the SCAC website:
https://aeronautics.sc.gov/clue-tool-and-development-near-south-carolina-airport

As part of the system’s recent upgrade, all existing users are required to reset their passwords by selecting the 
“Reset your forgotten password” option at login. Local permitting officials who have previously accessed the 
tool should complete this step before initiating new reviews. For technical guidance or questions regarding 
compatible land use, contact David Smith, the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission’s Subject Matter Expert 
(SME) on compatible land use, at (803) 896-6294.

The Airport Compatible Land Use Workflow

1.	 The Applicant / Developer submits FAA Form 7460-1 to the Obstacle Evaluation / Airport Airspace Analysis 
(OE/AAA) site online at: https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/portal.jsp

2.	 The Applicant / Developer receives the airspace 
study finding to determine height compatibility.  
Please note that the FAA analysis only reviews proj-
ect impacts on airspace; a “no hazard” finding does 
not necessarily mean that the project is compatible 
with the Airport and its operations. 

3.	 The Applicant / Developer provides the FAA air-
space finding results to the Local Permitting Author-
ity Official (LPO) and requests an airport Compatible 
Land Use Evaluation (CLUE) case be submitted on 
their behalf.

4.	 The LPO submits the CLUE Tool case to South Caro-
lina Aeronautics Commission (SCAC) Staff for analy-
sis.

5.	 The SCAC Staff analyzes the CLUE Tool case and 
issues a finding as: “Compatible”, or “Conditional” 
or “Incompatible” with regard to Airport land use 
compatibility.

6.	 The LPO approves or denies project development 
permits with consideration of SCAC CLUE findings.

https://aeronautics.sc.gov/clue-tool-and-development-near-south-carolina-airport
https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/oe3a/main/#/home


Lancaster County Celebrates 
New Airport Terminal at McWhirter Field

Lancaster County marked a major milestone on 
September 4 with the grand opening of the new 
Lancaster County Airport Terminal at McWhirter Field. 
Lancaster County Airport Director Paul Moses, local 
government officials, dignitaries, and business leaders 
gathered to celebrate the completion of this state-
of-the-art facility, which represents both a tribute to 
the airport’s history and an investment in the region’s 
future.

Moses leads the airport operations with a focus on 
accommodations. Under his guidance, the new 
terminal was designed to enhance comfort, 
convenience, and service, offering travelers and pilots 
a space that reflects Lancaster County’s commitment 
to growth and hospitality. From its welcoming lobby 
and industrial-grade kitchen to the well-appointed 
pilot lounge featuring private rest areas and shower 
facilities, every aspect of the terminal was crafted 
with care. A modern boardroom, ample parking, and 
proximity to local accommodations further position the 
airport as a first-class gateway to the community.
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Lancaster County Airport Hub 

The opening ceremony included a poignant moment 
when the son of the airport’s namesake reflected on 
his father’s love of aviation and Lancaster County. His 
remarks bridged the past and present, underscoring 
the enduring legacy of the airfield while celebrating its 
new era of progress.

The project’s success is rooted in years of planning and 
collaboration. Lancaster County entered an agreement 
with Holt Consulting Company in 2019 for profession-
al services covering airfield, landside, and terminal 
projects. Based in Columbia, Holt Consulting led the 
design and engineering efforts, supported by Woods 
Dendy Architects of Asheville, North Carolina, who 
provided architectural services for the new terminal.

The terminal’s modern amenities have strengthened 
Lancaster County’s connections to both business and 
healthcare. Longtime partner Nutramax Laboratories 
utilizes the airport for corporate travel, while MUSC 
Health Lancaster benefits from improved access for 
medical flights. The terminal now plays a vital role in 
MUSC’s lung transplant program, allowing transplant 
teams to fly organs directly into the county, reducing 
travel time and improving patient outcomes.

Images and cover courtesy of Lancaster County Airport
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The new facility arrives at a time of tremendous 
growth. Lancaster County Airport has seen annual 
flight operations nearly double since 2018, reaching 
over 9,000 flights per year. The terminal now provides 
the space and infrastructure needed to accommo-
date increased activity from private jets and personal 
aircraft. According to the South Carolina Aeronautics 
Commission, operations at McWhirter Field generate 
an estimated $4.5 million in annual economic impact 
through visitor spending, on-site operations, and 
aviation-related business.

Looking ahead, the county is addressing high demand 
for aircraft storage by planning two new hangars in 
the coming year. These additions will not only provide 
much-needed space for aircraft owners but also 
enhance safety and efficiency on the airfield. Enclosed 
hangars will protect aircraft from weather-related 
damage, reduce ramp congestion, and create 
improved conditions for maintenance and operations. 

As Lancaster County Airport moves into its next phase 
of development, the Federal Aviation Administration’s 
requirement to update the five-year Capital Improve-
ment Plan for FY27–FY31 will help guide future proj-
ects and investments. The county has already allocated 
local funding for the development of two new aviation 
hangars and is conducting due diligence to determine 
the most suitable types and locations for these 
additions. With hangar space in the Catawba Region 
at an all-time premium, this initiative will help meet 
growing demand and strengthen the region’s aviation 
infrastructure.

As Lancaster County Airport looks to the future, 
investment remains at the heart of its continued 
success. The county’s proactive approach to planning 
and development ensures that McWhirter Field will 
continue to meet the growing demands of pilots, 
travelers, and local industry. 

To bring the new terminal to life, Lancaster County 
strategically combined local, SCAC, and FAA funding 
to support the terminal building, ancillary improve-
ments, lighting vault, and emergency generator. This 
coordinated investment demonstrates the County’s 
strong commitment to advancing aviation infrastruc-
ture while maximizing taxpayer value and ensuring the 
airport remains a vital asset for the 
region’s future growth.



carriers such as Southwest, Avelo, and Breeze to the 
Upstate, and launching its first nonstop service to the 
West Coast.

Cargo development was equally impressive. Edwards 
positioned GSP as a top 25 cargo airport in the nation 
based on international trade value and volume, 
supporting the industrial recruiting strength of the 
region, and creating new logistical advantages for 
businesses across the Carolinas. 

These achievements were supported by more than 
$400 million in infrastructure investments, including 
the transformative Wingspan terminal modernization 
project, cargo expansion, roadway improvements, new 
public parking facilities, airfield enhancements, and the 
continued development of the GSP International Lo-
gistics Park. His creation of new business models, most 
notably Cerulean Aviation, demonstrated his ability to 
anticipate industry needs and ensure the airport’s 
long-term financial resilience.
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Airport Leadership 

Dave Edwards: A Leader Who Elevated 
Aviation Across South Carolina

After more than a 
decade and a half 
leading Green-
ville-Spartanburg 
International Air-
port (GSP), and 38 
years of shaping 
the airport industry, 
David N. Edwards 
Jr., A.A.E., will retire 
on January 9, 2026. 
His announcement 
marks the close of a 
remarkable chapter 
not only for GSP, 

but also for the aviation community across South 
Carolina, where his influence has left a lasting mark.

As President and CEO of the Greenville-Spartanburg 
Airport District since 2009, Edwards has guided GSP 
through an era of expansion, innovation, and industry 
evolution. Under his leadership, the airport redefined 
its role in the state’s aviation system, strengthened its 
partnerships, and became a model for customer 
experience and operational excellence. For members 
of the SCAA, where he has been an active member for 
more than a decade, his work set a standard for what 
strategic leadership can accomplish.

While Edwards’ accomplishments at GSP are well 
documented, his impact extends well beyond airport 
boundaries. Throughout his tenure, he worked closely 
with statewide aviation partners and his fellow SCAA 
members to advocate for infrastructure needs, 
encourage professional development, and elevate 
South Carolina’s profile within the national airport com-
munity. His long-standing involvement with industry 
organizations such as ACI-NA, ACI World, AAAE, and 
multiple statewide and regional boards helped ensure 
that South Carolina’s airports were part of the broader 
conversation on policy, capacity, and innovation. His 
collaborative approach strengthened ties between air-
ports of all sizes, and fostered an environment where 
shared learning and collective advocacy could thrive.

Under Edwards’ direction, GSP experienced one of the 
most significant periods of growth in its history. Pas-
senger activity more than doubled, revenues climbed 
from $18.9 million to $72.2 million, and the airport 
achieved record levels of airline service, bringing

“I am extremely proud of what 
we have accomplished during 
my tenure.”

Dave Edwards,
President and CEO, GSP

Edwards’ tenure included some of the most 
challenging years the aviation industry has ever faced. 
His steady leadership through the pandemic, airline 
consolidation, supply chain pressures, and shifting 
traveler expectations helped GSP maintain its strong 
footing while continuing to pursue a forward-looking 
vision. His emphasis on innovation and operational 
excellence contributed to GSP being named Best Air-
port in North America (5–15 million passengers) three 
of the last four years. Behind those recognitions was a 
growing team, expanding from 85 to 240 employees, 
shaped by his commitment to cultivating talent and 
investing in people. Edwards understood that a 
thriving airport requires a thriving workforce, and his 
focus on training, culture, and career development 
elevated GSP’s reputation as both an employer and an 
industry collaborator.

His longtime participation in the association 
strengthened statewide collaboration, broadened 
industry insight, and supported a unified voice for 
South Carolina airports. Reflecting on his career, 
Edwards shared his gratitude and optimism: “From the 
expansion of our terminal complex and other facilities 
to the implementation of innovative technology and 
business practices, we have positioned GSP as a key 
player in the aviation industry. I am confident that GSP 
will continue to achieve great things in the future.”



Cody Bauman Steps into New Role 
as VP & COO at GSP

Cody Bauman, A.A.E., recently assumed the role of 
Vice President & Chief Operating Officer at GSP, 
bringing 16 years of aviation experience and a deep 
understanding of airport operations. In this role, 
Bauman leads Operations, Facilities and Asset 
Management, and Public Safety, ensuring safe, 
efficient, and seamless day-to-day operations while 
advancing the airport’s long-term strategic priorities.

“I’m excited to 
serve on an excep-
tional team and 
help shape GSP’s 
future as a world-
class airport,” 
Bauman said. “This 
role is about em-
powering people, 
driving operational 
excellence, and de-
livering on a mission 
that truly matters to 
our region.”
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Airport Leadership 

Empowering staff is another key focus. “Empowering 
our staff starts with trust, clarity, and opportunity. I 
believe in setting clear expectations, removing 
barriers, and creating space for people to lead from 
where they are. Operational excellence isn’t just a 
goal; it’s a culture we build together,” he said.

Bauman is also enthusiastic about technological 
innovation in aviation. “AI advancements are making 
headlines everywhere, but I’m genuinely excited about 
its potential to streamline airport operations and 
elevate the passenger experience. Additionally, 
technologies like facial recognition and automated 
baggage handling are transforming how we serve 
travelers, and that progress truly energizes me.” When 
asked what “serving the region with excellence” 
means to him, Bauman reflected, “To me, this means 
delivering safe, seamless airport operations while 
creating lasting value for our community. At GSP, I plan 
to implement that vision by aligning cross-functional 
teams, investing in infrastructure and innovation, and 
fostering partnerships that strengthen our role as a 
regional economic catalyst.”

When asked about his leadership approach, Bauman 
emphasized safety and operational precision. “I plan 
to lead with a safety-first mindset and a strong 
commitment to operational precision. By aligning and 
empowering our teams, we will deliver safe, seamless 
operations that uphold GSP’s high standards and 
honor the dedicated people who make it all possible.”

“This role is about empowering 
people, driving operational excel-
lence, and delivering on a mission 
that truly matters to our region.”

Cody Bauman
VP/Chief Operating Officer, GSP

“Aviation is a complex, fast-moving industry, and the leaders who thrive 
are those who listen deeply, lead with integrity, and never stop learning.”

Looking ahead, Bauman outlined his priorities for 
GSP’s growth. “My top priorities center on advancing 
GSP’s role as a global transportation hub and regional 
economic catalyst. That means investing in infrastruc-
ture, strengthening safety and operational resilience, 
and fostering innovation across all departments.”

On balancing operational and commercial priorities, 
Bauman explained, “In my previous role as Director of 
Properties, I focused on revenue generation, strategic 
partnerships, and commercial business initiatives. That 
experience shaped how I balance operational 
excellence with smart, sustainable business strategies. 
As VP & COO, I’ll bring that dual lens to every 
decision, aligning mission-driven service with smart 
business outcomes.”

Finally, he offered advice for aspiring aviation 
leaders: “Transcend your limitations, stay humble, and 
stay committed to the mission. Aviation is a complex, 
fast-moving industry, and the leaders who thrive are 
those who listen deeply, lead with integrity, and never 
stop learning. Lastly, understand the operational 
heartbeat of the airport, and always remember that 
leadership is about service.”

With Bauman’s focus on safety, operational excellence, 
and innovation, GSP is poised to continue delivering 
top-tier service for travelers while driving economic 
growth for the region.
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SCAA Approves New Consideration 
Criteria for SC Aviation Hall of Fame

The SCAA Board of Directors recently approved new 
criteria for the South Carolina Aviation Hall of Fame, 
providing clear guidance for recognizing individuals 
who have made lasting contributions to aviation in the 
state. 

The new consideration criteria:
1.	 The nominee must have made their contribution 

to aviation in South Carolina, and the nomination 
package should highlight the importance of the 
individual’s contribution to aviation in the state. 
The nominee may have significant contributions 
to aviation not in South Carolina, but those will be 
considered secondary. The nominee’s contribution 
may be a single gallant event or achievement over 
time that has made a positive lasting impact on 
aviation. A single gallant event will be defined as 
an event, which was brave, spirited and honor-
able.

2.	 The nominee’s contribution to aviation must be 
substantial and performed with a high degree of 
excellence, above and beyond the performance of 
the nominee’s vocation or political position.

3.	 Nominations must document the individual’s con-
tribution to aviation in South Carolina and good 
character by including no less than the following: a 
detailed biographical resume and documentation, 
clippings, citations, and/or awards regarding the 
contribution to aviation. Letters of reference may 
also be included for consideration.

4.	 The nominee may be living or deceased.
5.	 The nominee’s accomplishment in aviation shall be 

verifiable and attached to the application and shall 
be above and beyond a normal aviation profes-
sional.

6.	 The nominee shall have demonstrated ethical con-
duct and responsibility toward associates in the 
industry and community.

7.	 The nominee shall have had substantial influence 
in promotion and preserving South Carolina’s avia-
tion industry.

8.	 The nominee shall have contributed to the posi-
tive image of South Carolina as viewed from the 
state and national level.

9.	 The nominee shall have maintained a high level of 
respect within South Carolina’s aviation community 
for service, performance, and public service.

New Aviation Hall of Fame Criteria

If you know a student passionate about aviation, point 
them to the SCAA Scholarship Program!

Visit scaaonline.com/scholarship for full details. 
Applications are due each year by April 30th.

“These updates to the South Carolina Aviation Hall of 
Fame criteria will help nominators illustrate a 
candidate’s contributions and impact on aviation in 
our state,” explained SCAA President James 
Stephens. “By highlighting achievements that 
demonstrate excellence and go above and beyond 
professional or political roles, these criteria continue 
to promote the elevated status of the Hall of Fame 
while ensuring nominees are recognized for their 
meaningful and lasting influence on South Carolina’s 
aviation community.”

SCAA encourages members and the public to review 
the full criteria and submit nominations following the 
instructions listed on the Call for Nominations form. 
The new deadline for nominations is August 31, 2026. 
The next class of SC Aviation Hall of Fame inductees 
will be announced in 2027 during the SCAA Annual 
Conference. For complete details on the criteria and 
to submit a nomination, visit scaaonline.com.

https://scaaonline.com/scholarship/
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Strengthen Airport Funding: Invite Your 
Legislators to the SCAA Reception

The SCAA invites its members to join the 2026 
Legislative Reception, an exclusive opportunity to 
engage directly with elected officials of the South 
Carolina General Assembly. 

The event will be held Tuesday, February 24, 2026, 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Capitol Center (Truist 
Building) Lobby, 1201 Main Street, Columbia.

This reception offers a unique setting to showcase the 
critical role airports play in South Carolina’s growth, 
development, and economic success. With the recent 
municipal elections bringing new faces to office, the 
reception provides an ideal opportunity to introduce 
newly elected officials to the airport community and 
highlight the value of robust airport funding.

SCAA members are encouraged to reach out to their 
legislators and extend a personal invitation to attend. 
Beyond fostering relationships with policymakers, the 
event is also a chance to connect with fellow SCAA 
members and demonstrate the collective impact of

Legislative Reception 
airports across the state. Additionally, participation in 
the Legislative Reception supports the association’s 
advocacy efforts, amplifying airports’ voices in 
statewide policy discussions. Members can further 
their support by becoming a Legislative Booster when 
registering for the SCAA Annual Conference, February 
11–13, 2026.

Don’t miss this opportunity to engage with South 
Carolina’s lawmakers and strengthen the voice of the 
state’s airport community. Register today to attend 
the 2026 Legislative Reception and make your mark 
on the conversation surrounding airport funding and 
economic development.

Image courtesy of T.Butler

Update: Georgetown County Airport 
Runway Project

Georgetown County Airport recently provided an 
update on its Runway 11/29 reconstruction 
project, sharing photos that showcase the progress 
and near-completion of this major infrastructure 
improvement. Airport Manager Jim Taylor noted that 
the project has reached the final stages, with the 
upgraded runway set to enhance safety, operational 
efficiency, and long-term durability for pilots and 
visitors. The airport’s announcement also highlighted 
the excellent work of contractor Ben Cox Company, 
LLC, whose team has kept the project both under 
budget and ahead of schedule, an accomplishment 
celebrated by airport staff and stakeholders alike.

The runway reconstruction has been supported by the 
South Carolina Aeronautics Commission, whose 
partnership was instrumental in helping the airport 
achieve its goals. The project began with a ceremonial 
groundbreaking during Aviation Week, where Taylor 
shared a moment with attendees to mark the start of 
this transformative project.

Airport Projects

Images courtesy of Georgetown County Airport

https://scaaonline.com/leg_reception/
https://scaaonline.com/leg_reception/
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GA.6 (rev. 04/2025) ASAP Airports

*Policies are issued by one or more member companies of the Global Aerospace Underwriters Pool. American Alternative Insurance Corporation, Tokio Marine America 
Insurance Company, Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Company of America, National Indemnity Company, National Indemnity Company of the South, Central States Indemnity 
Company of Omaha, American Commerce Insurance Company.

The Global Aerospace commitment to aviation safety is unrivaled in our industry.
Since 1924, we have been dedicated to supporting the aviation industry and we will continuously 
evolve our safety tools to help maintain a robust safety culture. 

As aviation advocates, we’ve designed this safety program for both general aviation and commercial airports.  
This program is designed to not only provide airports with affordable and comprehensive insurance*, but to also 
enhance their safety efforts.

We have designed this program for not only airports, but also the 
associations that represent them. We recognize the value airport 
associations bring to their local airports and we want to do our part to 
support their efforts. Under this program, every airport that binds their 
insurance with Global Aerospace can expect:

• Affordable, comprehensive coverage
• Convenient 3 year policy term with guaranteed rates**
• Annual premium payments for easy budgeting
• Electronically issued policies
• Automatic eligibility for our Accident Forgiveness Program
• Global will reimburse membership dues for your local ASAP contracted airport association for one 

year, up to $250, for any member that binds their insurance with Global Aerospace.
• SM4 Safety Benefit - an important component to this program. Every airport and association that 

becomes part of this program will have access to our Online Safety Learning Management System 
(LMS).

• This program is not exclusive to specific brokers. Each airport can continue to use their current 
broker.

**guaranteed rates do not apply if there is a change in exposure, coverage selection or limits.
Part 139 airports and airports with limits above $20mil do not qualify for guaranteed rates.

Global Aerospace - Advocates for
	 Small	Airports	and	Their	Associations

For More Information:
Please contact your broker or

Timothy Boland (SVP, Underwriting Director)
tboland@global-aero.com or (805) 338-1699

GLOBAL AEROSPACE, INC.
115 Tabor Road, Suite 3A,  Morris Plains, NJ 07950

973-490-8500
www.global-aero.com

Airport Safety Advocacy Program (ASAP)

http://www.global-aero.com
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Board of Directors  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
SOUTH CAROLINA AVIATION ASSOCIATION

PO Box 80994, Charleston, SC, 29416 
(P) 1-877-FLY-SCAA // (E) scaa@scaaonline.com

 (W) www.scaaonline.com

__ $250	 Airport Membership
		  (Includes 8 members)
__ $450	 Corporate Membership
		  (Includes 10 members, logo in all 		
	             newsletters & email spotlight)
__ $40		 Individual Membership
__ $25		 Student Membership

Total ____________

Membership Category
Circle the category that best describes you:
   Pilot		  Government Official*

   FBO		  Consultant

   Vendor	 Airport Director/Manager/Staff

*Includes airport commission member, state, 
 federal, or other government agencies.

Please include any additional descriptions that 
apply to you on the line below. (Examples: 
Commissioner, Commission Chair, Airport, 
Executive Director, Manager, FBO, Consultant, 
Vendor, Pilot, etc.)
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Name ________________________________________
Airport or Company ____________________________
Address ______________________________________
City/State/Zip _________________________________
Phone  _______________________________________
Email  ________________________________________

Circle your method of payment:
	 Check	   Visa	  MC	 Amex	   Invoice Me
CC#__________________________________________
Exp. Date _____________________________________
Security Code_________________________________
Name/Billing Address __________________________  
______________________________________________

 Please visit southcarolinabreakfastclub.com for updates. 

Every other Sunday since 1938,  
pilots and aviation enthusiasts have met 

for breakfast at an airport 
somewhere in South Carolina and a few 

surrounding states.

Breakfast is typically between $10-15 per 
plate and ready around 9 a.m. Everyone is 

welcome. The only rule is to fly safe! 

2025 - 2026

December 21 – Beaufort Executive Airport (KARW)

February 15 – Marion County (KMAO)

March 1 – Mount Pleasant Regional Airport - Faison Field 

(East Cooper) (KLRO)

March 15 – Georgetown County (KGGE)

March 22 – Spartanburg Downtown - Simpson Field (KSPA)

March 29 – Mid-Carolina Regional (KRUQ)

April 12 – Lee County - Butters Field

April 19 – Broxton Bridge Plantation (SC55)

mailto:scaa@scaaonline.com
http://www.scaaonline.com


PO Box 80994
Charleston, SC 29416
1-877-FLY SCAA (359-7222)
www.scaaonline.com

Thank you SCAA corporate members!

http://www.scaaonline.com 

