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Oh, the Possibilities in Aviation
Terry Connorton, SCAA President

On May 20, 1927, Charles A. Lindbergh left Long Island, N.Y., and flew 
solo across the Atlantic in the famed aircraft named The Spirit of St.  
Louis. After departing, Lindbergh did not touch the ground again until he 
landed in Paris. Overnight, he became one of the most famous Americans 
in the world!

Upon Lindbergh’s return, aviation philanthropist Daniel Guggenheim sponsored him on a three-month nationwide tour.  
Again flying the Spirit of St. Louis, Lindbergh touched down in 48 states, visited 92 cities, gave 147 speeches, and rode 1,290 miles 
in parades.

Courtesy John Gallant

Charles Lindbergh, middle, back seat, is driven 
through Spartanburg during his visit in 1927. 

Courtesy of Spartanburg County Public Libraries.

 The Spirit of St. Louis, the single-seat aircraft 
that made the first transatlantic flight in

 May 1927, is pictured at what is now 
Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport. 

Courtesy of Sparatnburg County Public Libraries.

In honor of Aviation Week and in recognition of those who have paved the way 
to where we are today, on August 13, 2022, the Spartanburg County Historical  
Association and the Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport will celebrate and 
remember the 95th Anniversary of Charles Lindbergh’s visit to our fair city and state. 
The event will be at the Converse University Dining Hall, the exact location of the 
original dinner in 1927. The celebration will include the same program, same dinner 
menu, same presentations, and 1920s attire. The keynote speaker is Erik Lindbergh, 
the grandson of Charles Lindbergh.

As our predecessors looked to the future, we would like to invite you to join us 
to recognize the last 95 years of progress in who we are today and what we can  
become tomorrow.

We hope our SCAA members can join us in this historical event!  Visit the SCAA 
website for details.

On October 12, 1927, Lindbergh landed in Spartanburg, where he was greeted  
with a parade and a special dinner honoring his achievements. During the  
testimonial dinner 95 years ago, Lindbergh’s presentation was about educating 
and promoting the future of aviation. Lindbergh had a vision of the possibilities.  
Forty-two years later, in 1969, we put a man on the moon.

What do we see as we look forward to the next 95 years of possibilities  
in aviation? Electric aircraft, pilotless aircraft, commercial space travel, and an  
international space base on Mars? Will we need to leave earth to survive as a  
species? The challenges of Lindbergh’s era are still here today, but with a vision of 
the possibilities, we will overcome them with innovation. 

Today, we must focus on our youth with educational programs and use our  
local airports to provide an outreach to their communities. We must create diverse  
programs that demonstrate all of the possibilities in working with aviation, find  
inventive ways to shape a sustainable aviation future for generations, and  
remember those who got us here today.

This year, on August 14, South Carolina Aviation Week begins. Aviation 
Week is an annual event held in conjunction with the anniversary of another  
famous American aviator, Orville Wright’s, birthday on August 19. The week-long  
celebration promotes aviation through events that highlight airports’ educational 
and economic impacts throughout the state. 
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As I write this article, I’m listening to F-16s take off from the Columbia Metropolitan Airport 
(CAE). The reason they’re here is because the runway at McEntire Joint National Guard Base is 
being reconstructed, and the fact that they’re here at CAE is the result of a partnership that was 
created to meet the needs of the 169th Fighter Wing. I love the sounds of these aircraft as they 
come and go, but unfortunately, my head swivel isn’t as fast as the fly-by past my office window.

I’m thankful for partnerships like these, and the ones that support other flight needs, community 
needs, or those that meet the needs of our aviation system. I’m also thankful to be in a state that 
has built a network of collaborators that feel the freedom to reach out for support because they 
know that if they ask, the support is there.

Just this week, I’ve been given an opportunity to support three separate aviation educational  
initiatives that include flight training, maintenance training, and airport operations. Hopefully, each 
of these programs will become fully supported by local entities that have bought into the idea that  
aviation in South Carolina means business, that it means jobs, that it’s safe, and that without it 
our state would be far less competitive within the Southern Region.

As for competitiveness, we’re still not quite there, but we are making great headway. The state legislature recently  
approved the state budget after some debate. Included in the debate — and passed— was airport funding, which is the 
largest state investment in aviation that has ever occurred.If this had not passed then South Carolina would have continued  
the status quo in airport funding. The desire of the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission (SCAC) is to continue the 
development of our airports and to continue to promote and foster aviation. Without this additional state funding, that  
development would be gradual and would diminish any competitive advantage that South Carolina holds within the region.  

I am grateful that the legislature has approved the appropriation that the SCAC requested for our airport system. SCAC 
remains committed to the airport system in South Carolina, and they, along with their aviation partners, will continue to 
promote and foster aviation while advocating for the needs that must be met.

Thank you for the roles that you play in your own promotion of aviation within our great state!

Blue Skies!

South Carolina Aeronautics Commission Update
James Stephens, Executive Director

Frank Anderson
SCAA Founding President

Retired Director of Spartanburg 
Downtown Memorial Airport

December 3, 1939 – May 9, 2022

SCAA Founding President Frank Anderson passed away  
at his home on May 9, 2022. Pictured here are (left to right)  
Curt Bramblett, secretary; John Ferguson, vice president;  
Bette Fralick, treasurer; and Frank Anderson, president.
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Few would argue that one of the most vital components of flight safety is the aircraft  
checklist. All FAA Airman Certification Standards (ACS) and Practical Test Standards (PTS) clearly  
state that pilots must utilize appropriate written checklists. Also, FAA mandates the use of an  
approved checklist for aircraft type-specific initial training.

The entire flight process from preflight to engine shutdown and securing can be divided into 
logical segments. A systematic flow pattern for each segment with a verbal call out and backed 
up with the written checklist assures nothing is missed.

For this Safety Update, I invited Wally Moran from pilotworkshop.com to share his thoughts on 
Flow Patterns and Checklists for Single Pilot Operations.

Wally Moran is a retired airline captain and spent much of his career as a training instructor and check airman on aircraft 
including the Boeing 747 and 767. He has held a flight instructor certificate for more than 50 years. He is a Designated 
Pilot Examiner for gliders and has given over 4,500 hours of flight instruction in single engine, multiengine, gliders and 
seaplanes. Wally has been awarded the FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award and is designated a Master CFI by the 
National Association of Flight Instructors (NAFI). In 2017, Wally was elected to the NAFI Flight Instructor’s Hall of Fame.

Single Pilot Operations Flow Patterns and Checklists by Wally Moran

Safety Update
Leo Berube, CFI, CFI-I, MEI, FAASTeam Representative

Wally Moran
DPE, NAFI Flight Instructor Hall of Fame

Since most pilots are human beings and subject to error and  
forgetfulness, we proved long ago that we need help to keep us safe. 
That’s when checklists were invented.

I have done many check rides and flight reviews where the pilot 
was trying to impress me with how carefully they used the checklist. 
They would read a step, then do it, then read again and do it again.  
Trouble is that often after doing a step, they would return to the 
check list on a different line, thereby missing one or more steps. So, 
using the check list as a to-do list does not work.

For normal operations, pilots should develop a flow pattern for each phase of flight. The flow pattern should cover all the 
steps to get ready for that phase.

After completing the flow pattern, the check list should then be used to insure nothing was missed. This is the procedure 
that is used by nearly all professional pilots.

Now, emergency procedures may be the same or different. Some emergencies don’t give us much time to use a check list, 
such as a sudden engine failure at low altitude. In that case, one needs to develop a flow pattern to correct the situation if 
possible and then, if time permits, use the emergency check list to insure you have not missed a step.

Other problems such as alternator failure give us a lot of time to use the emergency check list in a step-by-step manner to 
see if we can correct the problem. Since that is a procedure that we do not do every day, using the checklist as a guide is 
appropriate.

A checklist deficiency I often see is the use of the word GUMPS as a mental-only check list for landing in a retractable gear 
aircraft. Some pilots even use it three times – downwind, base and final. However, only using a mental check list is like not 
using a check list at all. Using GUMPS for a flow pattern followed by a written check list is the way it should be done.

I am convinced that every pilot who has ever landed an aircraft gear up failed to use their checklist. If they had, it would 
have told them to put the gear down. So, I tell pilots if you’re going to use a mental checklist only, you’re in the group that 
can land gear up.



AIRPORT NEWS

The Greenville Chautauqua organization strives to bring history alive with portrayals and stories of historical figures. In 
keeping with that tradition, Doug Mishler, in character as Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, visited the Greenville Downtown 
Airport. He flew in on a historic Stearman and rode in a Jeep to the Military History Center of the Carolinas Museum to 
answer questions for the public. 

GENERAL EISENHOWER VISITS GREENVILLE

The 9th Annual Take Flight 5k foot race hosted by the Greenville Downtown Airport (GMU) raised money for Runway Park 
on May 28. Runway Park is a favored place for families and nested in the airport’s Community Corridor on Airport Road. In 
fact, the park is listed as the number four in the best things to do in Greenville in the U.S. News Travel section.  

“The unique opportunity only comes once a year to run on a runway and all net proceeds  
goes toward adding needed shade and additional swings for the park,” said Joseph  
Frasher, Greenville Downtown Airport Director. “The goal of this area has always been to 
provide a place for families to enjoy and to inspire a love for aviation.” 

The race is held each year on Saturday of Memorial Day weekend. GMU partnered with 
the Civil Air Patrol Greenville Composite Squadron, S.C. Army National Guard, and  
Military History Center of the Carolinas, and other volunteers paid homage to our fallen 
heroes in a ceremony and paused for a moment of silence before starting the flattest race 
in the Upstate. 

Sponsors included: Spinx, Champion Aerospace, Berringer, Wine House, Greenville  
Aviation, Special Services Corporation, and Avenger Aerospace. Hot 98.1 conducted a 
live radio remote and emceed the event. 

Raffle prize and giveaways were dontated by: Greenville Federal Credit Union, Stratos Aviation, USAeroFlight, Cavu Flight 
School, Greenville Humane Society, Hilton Greenville, UFC Gym, Pure Motion, Anya Wellness, Fleet Feet, White Duck 
Taco, and McKinney Lumber and Hardware. Think Tank Brew Lab offered a free beer for every registration bib. 

The wonderful thing about Runway Park is the location close to the runway of GMU. Families can enjoy watching planes 
routinely take off and land approximately every ten minutes. The park has STEM based educational signs around the park 
about aviation. Tours are also available for large groups. For more information about the Community Corridor and Runway 
Park, please visit www.greenvilledowntownairport.com. 

GMU’S 9TH ANNUAL TAKE FLIGHT 5K A SUCCESS

Charleston International Airport set a new one-month passenger record in May, surpassing the 
half-million mark for the first time ever. In April, the airport saw more than 486,000 passengers, and 
in March more than 437,000 passengers traveled through Charleston International Airport. 

Charleston is currently listed as the number 1 destination among U.S. Cities in Travel + Leisure 2022 
World’s Best Awards.  

CHARLESTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SETS PASSENGER RECORD
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SC AVIATION WEEK: AUGUST 14 - 20, 2022
Governor Henry McMaster has proclaimed August 14-20, 2022, SC Aviation Week! SCAA is planning multiple activities 
to highlight economic development through airport improvement and expansion, to showcase education opportunities 
by connecting communities to local airports, and to celebrate legislative support of the state’s airport system and aviation 
industry. 

Following is a calendar of events planned to date, please join in the celebration by planning to attend one or more of these 
events. Detailed event information can be found on scaaonline.com. 

 If your airport is hosting an event, email scaa@scaaonline.com
to include it on our calendar.

NOMINATE YOUR CHOICE FOR THE AMT OF THE YEAR AWARD BY AUG. 1

Trustworthy aviation maintenance technicians are an integral 
component of the aviation industry. We celebrate all AMTs for 
their dedication and professionalism with the SC AMT of the 
Year Award, and it’s why we then nominate our annual winner 
for the General Aviation Awards. 

Returning for its fourth year, the SC AMT of the Year Award 
honors those who keep our state’s airports operating  
smoothly through aircraft maintenance, inspection, and  
repair. You can be a part of the celebration by nominating  
your favorite AMT. If you know an aviation maintenance  
technician who has demonstrated the ability to go above 
and beyond the call of duty, please nominate them at  
https://scaaonline.com/amt-nomination/.

The winner will be recognized during SC Aviation Week.  
A media release announcing the winner will be developed,  
providing an opportunity for positive media exposure for your 
home airport and/or company.

Nominations must be received by Aug. 1. Thank you for  
supporting AMTs and aviation in South Carolina! 

SATURDAY
AUG. 13

SATURDAY 
AUG. 20

FRIDAY
AUG. 19

THURSDAY
AUG. 18

WEDNESDAY
AUG. 17

TUESDAY
AUG. 16

MONDAY
AUG. 15

SUNDAY
AUG. 21

SUNDAY
AUG. 14

ROCK HILL-YORK COUNTY ARPT.  -  AERIAL PARADE @ 10:30 AM
SPARTANBURG DOWNTOWN MEM. ARPT.  -  LINDBERGH GALA @ CONVERSE UNIV. @ 6:30 PM                          

GREENVILLE DOWNTOWN ARPT.  -  FOD WALK @ 6:45 AM   

BAMBERG COUNTY ARPT.  -  CELEBRATION OF AVIATION @ TBA
SCAA BOARD MEETING  -  BAMBERG COUNTY ARPT.  @ TBA
JIM HAMILTON-L.B. OWENS ARPT.  -  MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL TRAINING AND COOKOUT  @ 10:30 AM

GREENVILLE-SPARTANBURG INT’L  ARPT.  -  CARGO AREA EXPANSION RIBBON CUTTING @ 10 AM 

COLUMBIA METROPOLITAN  ARPT.  -  RUNWAY SAFETY ACTION TEAM MEETING @ 10 AM 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY ARPT.  -  STUDENT DISCOVERY FLIGHTS @ 9 AM 

TRIPLE TREE AERODROME  -  SC BREAKFAST CLUB @ 9 AM   

SPARTANBURG DOWNTOWN MEM. ARPT.  -  CLEAR SKIES CAFE GRAND OPENING @ 11 AM
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SC AERONAUTICS COMMISSION  -  AIRPORT DIRECTORS & MANAGERS MEETING @ 10 AM
SC AERONAUTICS COMMISSION  -  CELEBRATION LUNCH @ 12 PM 
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COMMERCIAL AIRPORT FUNDING UPDATE

SCAA’S FOD PROGRAM IS MAKING SOUTH CAROLINA A SAFE PLACE TO LAND

SCAA’s FOD Program encourages all South Carolina airports to participate in FOD prevention 
and removal initiatives. The program has 5 Echelons, and each airport can self-report their 
activities to SCAA. To report your airport activities, email scaa@scaaonline.com.   

Echelon 1 airports have (1) designated a FOD boss and developed a written FOD Program
or (2) procured and routinely use a state-offered FOD sweeper. 

Aiken Regional Airport
Anderson Regional Airport 
Allendale County Airport
Bamberg County Airport
Barnwell Regional Airport
Beaufort Executive Airport
Berkeley County Airport
Charleston Executive Airport
Charleston International Airport
Cheraw Municipal Airport
Conway – Horry County Airport

Darlington County Airport
Fairfield County Airport
Georgetown County Airport
Grand Strand Airport
Greenville Downtown Airport
Greenville Spartanburg International Airport
Hartsville Regional Airport
Hilton Head Island Airport
Laurens County Airport
Lowcountry Airport
McCormick County Airport 

Mount Pleasant Regional Airport
Myrtle Beach International Airport
Oconee County Regional Airport
Orangeburg Municipal Airport
Pickens County Airport
Ridgeland – Claude Dean Airport
Santee Cooper Regional Airport
Saluda County Airport
Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport
Union County Airport
Williamsburg Regional Airport

Echelon 2 airports satisfy both requirements of Echelon 1. 
Greenville Downtown Airport Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport McCormick County Airport

Echelon 3 airports conduct a FOD Walk staffed by local airport
operators and support personnel or conduct and log/document 
periodic FOD inspections and recovery. 

Greenville Downtown Airport Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport

Echelon 4 airports establish a metric (e.g., FOD/1000 meters square).
conduct and log/document periodic FOD inspections and recovery. 

Greenville Downtown Airport Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport

Echelon 5 airports establish a statistical run-chart showing data
from periodic inspections.

Greenville Downtown Airport Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport

James Wall, Timmy Biggerstaff, Leebo Banks 
and Julian Mears stand with the McCormick 

County Airport FOD sweeper installed 
on a Public Works truck. Mears has been 

designated as the airport’s FOD Boss.

As we know, airports play a key role in the current and future economic growth in South Carolina. The  
significant financial impact of COVID-19 placed airports in a position where it would be difficult to execute  
on their planned capital programs as passenger traffic recovers to pre-COVID-19 levels and growth is  
re-established. Earlier this year, SC Aeronautics Commission requested, and SCAA and our commercial  
airports advocated for, a one-time budget appropriation to allow our airports to continue to develop and grow. 

Effective July 1, 2022, $53 million was approved for statewide airport growth response. The investment will  
position South Carolina as a location for new business recruitment, business retention, and growth in the  
tourism sector—all of which aid the state’s continued recovery.  

Thank you to our members, to our partners at SC Aeronautics, and to our legislators for seeing the value in 
supporting South Carolina’s airport system and keeping our state competitive in the Southern Region!

FOD

Oconee County Regional Airport
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SOUTHERN CAROLINA REGIONAL AIRPORTS POWER THE ECONOMY 

Allendale Airport Manager Deborah Creech shows off a map 
where pilots have “pinned” where they have flown in from. 
While most are from the East Coast, some have crossed the 

United States before landing in Allendale. 

Article and Photos by Laura J. McKenzie, SouthernCarolina Alliance

The hum of an engine overhead causes us to look up. It’s more than just a motor powering a small airplane over treetops. 
It’s an economic engine that is powering the Southern Carolina region.

South Carolina has 58 publicly-owned public use airports, six commercial service airports and 52 general aviation airports. 
Those 58 airports generate $16.3 billion annually in economic activity in the state of South Carolina, according to a 2018 
study commissioned by the South Carolina Aeronautics Commission (SCAC).

In the Southern Carolina Alliance (SCA) region, which includes the counties of Allendale, Barnwell, Bamberg, Beaufort, 
Colleton, Hampton and Jasper, more than $220 million in economic activity is revved up annually as a result of the one 
commercial and seven general aviation airports located here. Those airports are Allendale County Airport (AQX), Bamberg 
County Airport (99N), Barnwell Regional Airport (BNL), Beaufort Executive Airport (ARW), Hampton County Airport (3J0), 
Hilton Head Island Airport (HXD), Lowcountry Regional Airport (RBW) and Ridgeland-Claude Dean Airport (3J1).

In 2018, these eight airports accounted for 1,739 jobs 
with a payroll of over $60.6 million. The vast majority of 
the jobs were created by Hilton Head Island Airport, but 
453 jobs were generated at the general aviation airports,  
according to the SCAC study.

While those economic impact numbers are significant, 
area airport managers say the numbers have lifted up  
dramatically since the report was generated. Covid was 
actually a boon, they say, because county airports offered 
less restrictions and greater ability for people to travel in 
small groups.

The airports record airport operations — take offs and landings — and estimate 
passengers. They consider visitors as those who are coming from more than 50 
miles away. Additionally, there are pilots who base their aircraft at the airports, 
renting space and using the runways frequently.

The seven smaller airports attract over 33,878 visitors to the Southern Carolina 
region, and Hilton Head Island’s airport adds another 30,000 visitors annually,  
according to the 2018 study. They come here for business, pleasure or a  
combination of both. Some flights are just passing through, using the airports 
as fueling stations and taking advantage of their facilities for bathrooms, food 
and information.

Most of the airports offer “quiet” areas where pilots can take a nap, have a 
shower, get a snack or use computers available on site. They are open to pilots 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

For those who want to rest and sit a spell, 
white rockers await at Bamberg County Airport’s 

newly renovated terminal. The building offers 
a kitchenette, restrooms, a pilot’s lounge and 

a conference room as well as a lovely 
front porch overlooking the runway.

The Barnwell Regional Airport terminal offers pilots and passengers a lounge, flight 
planning room, pilot room with a shower, vending and kitchenette, and Wi-Fi. 

The terminal is located just minutes away from downtown Barnwell.

Newly renovated, the Lowcountry Regional 
Airport in Colleton County offers visitors an 

upscale 5,600-square-foot terminal with 
features such as a kitchen, shower, quiet rooms 
and lounges combined with heritage on display.
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While all but one of the airports in the region sell 100LL (low 
lead) fuel, several also offer Jet A fuel. (That one airport is 
expecting to have both types of fuel for sale in the very near 
future.) Fuel sales are a major source of income for these 
airports and they compete rigorously to offer the lowest  
pricing. Pilots can look online for pricing while making their 
flight plans, check in-flight or be happily surprised upon  
landing and inquiring.

Income for the airports is also derived from renting space 
for short-term parking, or in buildings called T-hangars or 
box hangars where planes can be stored for longer periods 
of time. Many don’t charge “tie-down” fees for short visits,  
enticing pilots to use their facilities.  Other revenue is  
generated from repair facilities, flight schools or other  
aviation-related businesses that rent space at the airports.

This panoramic image shows the recent renovation and upgrades to Beaufort Executive Airport. [Photo courtesy Beaufort County Airports]

Both 100LL and Jet A fuel is available for purchase at Hampton County Airport.

Plans are underway for a new Hilton Head Island 
Airport terminal. Above is a rendering of the 
baggage claim / waiting area. The plans were 

developed using a stakeholder group made up 
of the airlines, TSA, community representatives, 

and local businesspeople. [Provided by 
Beaufort County Airports]

 A master plan of the Ridgeland – Claude Dean Airport in Jasper County 
shows upgrades underway which will turn the facility into a full-service 

airport in the near future. [Image courtesy Jasper County]

The smaller airports offer less hassle and more anonymity 
for visitors, some of whom are on economic development 
missions for their companies. Having an airport nearby 
often is one important item on a checklist for companies 
seeking locations to build or expand. Their first impression 
of a community is the airport, which is why local govern-
ments invest in nice, clean facilities that are comfortable 
with artistic touches. Many of the terminals either have just 
undergone extensive upgrades or there are plans to do so 
in the relatively near future.

Marco Cavazzoni, representing District 6 on the S.C.  
Aeronautics Commission, noted his first experience was in 
2009 when he flew into the Bamberg County Airport “in 
the dark of night on Halloween incognito” on a mission for 
his former employer, Boeing, to consider placing a plant 
in North Charleston. The result was a historic decision for 
South Carolina.

European-born Cavazzoni and his family liked to drive through rural areas 
and were enchanted by the region. By meeting people and getting to know 
the area, Marco said he came to realize how important the rural communities 
are to the state and nation.  He has since located his personal aircraft and 
invested in aviation-related businesses in Colleton County.

Funding from SCAC and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has 
been a critical key to helping local governments maintain and upgrade their  
airport’s runways and facilities.

The majority of the airports in the SCA region were created in the 1930s and 
1940s and are steeped in history. That history is also a draw to visitors to the 
airports and nearby parks.
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SCAA AWARDS $5,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS

South Carolina Aviation Association (SCAA) has awarded five $1,000 scholarships to 
South Carolinians pursuing careers in the aviation industry. 

SCAA Scholarship Committee Members: 
Chris Birkmeyer, Chair, WK Dickson 
Amanda Aldea, CRAFT Flight Training and Simulation    Jill Gilbert, Holt Consulting Company  
Terry Connorton, SCAA President, Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport Kevin Howell, Greenville-Spartanburg Airport District
Rose Dobson-Elliott, Hampton County Airport    Laura Stevens, Parrish and Partners

SCAA’s scholarship program is open to South Carolina residents who attend, or will attend, an educational institution or flight school 
inside or outside the state. The application period for the next program cycle will open in Spring 2023.

SUPPORTING SCHOLARSHIPS
SCAA raises money for the scholarship program through donations and an annual silent auction held in conjunction with the Annual 
Conference. If you would like to make a donation or contribute an item to the auction, email scaa@scaaonline.com. Experiences 
such a concert tickets, college and professional sports, or other events are in high demand. 

Hiram Varner of Gray Court, will attend Embry  
Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach, Fla. 
He plans to study aerospace engineering. 

“My long-term career goal is to work at an aerospace 
company designing, building and testing rockets for 
missions beyond Earth,” said Varner. 

Solomon Vang is studying Aviation Maintenance Technology at Greenville Technical College, in Greenville. 

A resident of Boiling Springs, Vang aspires to work for a commercial airline. “My goal is to finish my  
associates degree and contribute to the workforce while earning a bachelor’s degree in aviation maintenance 
management,” said Vang. 

Peter O’Connor of Aiken, is a student at Elizabeth City State University 
in Elizabeth City, NC. 

He studies Aviation science with a concentration in Flight Education. 

“For as long as I can remember, I have wanted to fly,” O’Connor said.  

Emily Nasto, of Murrells Inlet, is enrolled in the professional pilot 
degree program at Charleston Southern University in North 
Charleston.

She intends to become a commercial pilot. “Ideally, I would like 
to fly cargo internationally,” said Nasto. 

Emily Apostolico of Charleston, is pursuing a private pilot license. A high school senior at Charleston  
County School of the Arts in North Charleston, she plans to attend college and major in aeronautical and  
astronautical engineering. 

“Becoming a pilot means I am one step closer to achieving my dream of becoming an astronaut,”  
Apostolico said.
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NASAO PRESIDENT & CEO TESTIFIES BEFORE THE HOUSE ON THE NEED 
FOR INCREASED INVESTMENTS FOR GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORTS

Recently, Greg Pecoraro, President & CEO of the National Association of State Aviation Officials (NASAO) and speaker at 
the 2022 SCAA Annual Conference, testified before the U.S. House of Representatives Aviation Subcommittee on how to 
help sustain existing general aviation airports and prepare for emerging technologies.

During his opening statement, Pecoraro said “We are grateful for all Congress has recently done to keep the nation’s 
aviation industry alive and to begin rebuilding and improving our aviation infrastructure. But we are here to show you 
the need for more. Additional funding for AIP is needed to clear the $14 billion backlog of priority AIP-eligible projects 
needed through 2025 for GA, and other non-primary airports.”

Pecoraro said, “As we prepare for a new era of aviation, general aviation airports will be the first staging grounds for 
these emerging technologies. Now that you have begun to rebuild America’s airports, we encourage you to finish the job,  
improve the airports we have and begin developing the airports of the future.”

Pecoraro made three key recommendations to Congress:

 • Increase Airport Improvement Program (AIP) investment by $250 million each year during the next 
	 			five	years	to	a	new	authorization	of	$4	billion.

	 •	Increase	the	maximum	amount	a	general	airport	may	receive	from	the	AIP’s	Nonprimary	Entitlement	(NPE)	
	 			Program	from	$150,000	to	$256,000	per	year	and	correspondingly	increase	State	Apportionment	to	ensure	
	 			that	an	increase	in	NPE	does	not	further	reduce	State	Apportionment	funds.

	 •	Tasking	the	FAA	with	establishing	a	national	standard	to	address	AAM	airspace	coordination	and	control.	
	 			Established	standards	would	enable	the	system	to	expand	more	rapidly	as	AAM	aircraft	become	certified	
	 			while	maintaining	the	appropriate	level	of	safety.

“As we prepare for a new era of aviation, 
general aviation airports will be the first staging 

grounds for these emerging technologies.”

Greg Pecoraro

-Greg Pecoraro

NASAO is the nationally recognized voice for the 
public interest in aviation on behalf of the states 
and territories. We represent state aviation agencies 
in all 50 states, Guam, and Puerto Rico. Its mission 
is to encourage and foster cooperation throughout  
the public sector in the development and promotion  
of a national aviation system that safely and  
effectively serves the needs of citizens, commerce, and  
communities throughout the United States.
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SC AVIATION HALL OF FAME

Established in 1991, the South Carolina Aviation Hall of Fame honors pioneers and leaders in the aviation 
industry who have made significant contributions to the development, advancement or promotion of aviation 
and have close ties to the state of South Carolina.

HOW TO VIEW THE HALL OF FAME 

The SC Aviation Hall of Fame is on display at  
Jim Hamilton – L.B. Owens Airport in Columbia.  
The Hall of Fame is open to the public during  
airport hours, and admission is free and open to the 
public during terminal building hours of operation, 
from 6 a.m. – 10 p.m. daily. 

A comprehensive online display is also available 
on the SCAA website. Navigate to scaaonline.com, 
click the “SCAA Promotes” drop down, and select 
“Hall of Fame.” 

2023 NOMINATIONS DUE BY NOV. 1, 2022

Nominations for the 2023 SC Aviation Hall of Fame  
Induction will be accepted through November 1, 
2022. An application is available in this publication 
or on the SCAA website and should be accompanied 
by verifiable documentation of the individual’s 
contribution to aviation to include no less than the 
following: a biographical resume (as detailed as
possible) and documentation, clippings, citations, 
and awards regarding the contribution to aviation. 
Letters of reference may also be included for 
consideration. 

Nominees must be of good character, and they may 
be living or deceased. Their contribution to aviation 
must be substantial and performed with a high 
degree of excellence, above and beyond the 
performance of the nominee’s vocation or political 
position. This contribution may be a single gallant 
event or achievement over time that has made a 
positive lasting impact on aviation. A single gallant 
event will be defined as an event, which was brave,  
spirited and honorable, such as Ronald McNair’s  
sacrifice as part of the final Challenger mission. 
The nominee must have made their contribution to 
aviation in South Carolina. The nominee may have 
significant contributions to aviation outside South  
Carolina, but those will be considered secondary.

Please visit scaaonline.com for more information. 

Charles Bolden, 
Inducted 1996

Carroll Joye, 
Inducted 2003

 Darwin Simpson, 
Inducted 2021  

Charlie Duke, 
Inducted 1994
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Please attach all documentation.  Applications are due November 1.

1.

Call for NominationsCall for Nominations

Hall of Fame Nomination FormHall of Fame Nomination Form

Full Name of the Nominee

Nominee’s known living address

City      State           Zip

Nominee’s Phone Number      Fax Number
(           )        (           )

Date of birth      Date of death (if deceased)

Nominee’s place of birth (city, state)

Nominee’s nearest living relative

City      State           Zip

Nominee’s nearest living relative phone number   Fax Number
(           )        (           )

Name of Nominator               Date

Address of the Nominator

City      State           Zip

Nominator’s Phone Number Fax Number   Email
(           )    (           )

2.

Verifiable documentation should be provided with the application to support the accomplishments
of the nominee.  Mail to:  SCAA Hall of Fame, PO Box 80994, Charleston, SC 29416

Questions?  Call 1-877-FLY-SCAA   (1-877-359-7222).
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Insulated Roofing Contractors is a 48-year-old family owned and operated specialty roofing company.  
IRC serves customers across the US and have hundreds of millions of square feet roofed. 
With more than 80% of our business being repeat, relationship, and referral, our reputation is 
built on the performance of our roofs and the performance of our crews.

We maintain long-standing roofing relationships with some of the
world’s largest companies because we understand the importance 
of safety, industrial hygiene, work excellence, and responsiveness 
to roof problems. General Electric, BASF Corporation, JBS Foods, 
OSI Foods, multiple major Pharmaceuticals, New Orleans Superdome, 
University of Kentucky, are only a small example of the customers 
we serve on an ongoing basis.

We are also no stranger to aviation. We’ve worked at Miami 
International (2008), Dayton International (2022), Brunswick Golden 
Isles (2021), and Columbus, GA Regional (2021), as well as multiple 
facilities for 3M (2012, 2019), Gulfsteam Aerospace (2021) 
and Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Florida (2017).

We understand the importance of each home aircraft at your 
facility and will work to ensure that roofing operations do not 
negatively impact them.

The owners of our company run daily operations and are responsible 
for its success. Most of our Foremen and Superintendents have 
been with us for more than 10 years, several for more than 15 years.

We are the nation’s largest sprayfoam roofing contractor, specializing 
in foam roofing and restoration coatings for decades. These roofing 
products are uniquely suited to restoring aging metal-roofing, 
Built Up Roofing, and Mod Bit roofs. We also have expertise in 
single-ply roofing so that we can serve the diverse roofing needs 
of our customers.

Insulated
Roofing
Contractors

Commercial Roofing Experts since 1974

3M 

Minnesota 

500 ft

N

➤➤

N

Your territory manager, Jamie Hicks has lived in the greater Charlotte, NC area 
for 10 years and is a registered architect with 20-years’ experience in design 
and construction. Email jamie@icroof.com to schedule a meeting to discuss  
your facility and roofing needs and formulate the best options to address them. 

Find out what our Georgia Aviation neighbors have to say about IRC:
Vernon Bessing, Glynn Co. Airport — vbessing@flygcairports.com
Amber Clark, Director, Columbus Airport — aclark@fycolumbusga.com

326 Mt. Tabor Road New Albany, IN 47150  • Phone: (812) 206-7700 • Fax: (812) 206-7701 • Web: ircroof.com
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SOUTH CAROLINA BREAKFAST CLUB 
COMING SOON TO AN AIRPORT NEAR YOU!

Following is a schedule of the remaining dates for 2022.
 Please visit southcarolinabreakfastclub.com for updates. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
SOUTH CAROLINA AVIATION ASSOCIATION

PO Box 80994, Charleston, SC, 29416 
(P) 1-877-FLY-SCAA // (E) scaa@scaaonline.com

 (W) www.scaaonline.com

__ $250 Airport Membership
  (Includes 8 members)
__ $450 Corporate Membership
  (Includes 10 members, logo in all   
             newsletters & email spotlight)
__ $40  Individual Membership
__ $25  Student Membership

Total ____________

Membership Category
Circle the category that best describes you:
	 Pilot	 	 Government	Official*
 FBO  Consultant
 Vendor  Airport Director/Manager

*Includes	airport	commission	member,	state,	
 federal, or other government agencies.

Please include any additional descriptions that 
apply to you on the line below. (Examples: 
Commissioner, Commission Chair, Airport, 
Executive Director, Manager, FBO, Consultant, 
Vendor, Pilot, etc.)
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Name ________________________________________
Airport or Company ____________________________
Address ______________________________________
City/State/Zip _________________________________
Phone  _______________________________________
Email  ________________________________________

Circle your method of payment:
 Check   Visa  MC Amex   Invoice Me
CC#__________________________________________
Exp. Date _____________________________________
Security Code_________________________________
Name/Billing Address __________________________  
______________________________________________

___ Please send me a printed copy of Palmetto Aviation

Every other Sunday since 1938,  
pilots and aviation enthusiasts have 

met for breakfast at an airport 
somewhere in South Carolina and a 

few surrounding states – missing only 
events during World War II when  
aircraft fuel was not available. The  

Breakfast Club resumed meetings two 
years later and continues to this day.

July 24  Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport (KSPA)

Aug. 7  Berkeley County Airport (KMKS)

Aug. 21 Triple Tree Aerodrome (SC00)

Sept. 4  Anderson Regional Airport (KAND)

Sept. 11 Ridgeland – Claude Dean Airport (3J1)

Sept. 25  Laurens County Airport (KLUX)

Oct. 2  Kershaw County Airport – Woodward Field (KCDN)

Oct. 16 Sumter County Airport (KSMS)

Oct. 30 Orangeburg Municipal Airport (KOGB) 

Nov. 13 Conway – Horry County Airport (KHWY)

Nov. 27	 Fairfield	County	Airport	(KFDW)
Dec. 11 Hartsville Regional Airport (KHVS)

Photo Credit: Scott Crosby

Photo Credit: Valerie Anderson

Photo Credit: Valerie Anderson

Photo Credit: Scott Crosby

Photo Credit: Valerie Anderson
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PO Box 80994
Charleston, SC 29416
1-877-FLY SCAA (359-7222)
www.scaaonline.com

SCAA Conference Sponsors

SCAA Conference Exhibitors

Union County Airport - Shelton Field

PO Box 80994
Charleston, SC 29416
1-877-FLY SCAA (359-7222)
www.scaaonline.com

Thank you SCAA corporate members!


