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Defense secretary
says U.S. not ready
to rescue potential
Kabul evacuees A5

Consultant: 1 school zoning plan is best
Sumter district lines not redrawn since consolidation
BY BRUCE MILLS
bruce@theitem.com
Sumter School District’s
current realignment study is
the first time school zoning
lines are being holistically examined as one zone. Trustees
and the study's consultant
think that is an advantage in
the process.

Project consultant Matthew
Cropper of Cropper GIS Consulting met last week for the
first time with the school
board’s Transportation Study
Ad-Hoc Committee on the realignment work, and they
agreed studying attendance
lines as a whole as opposed to
two zones can generate operational efficiencies.

Up until 2011, Sumter County had two school districts —
Sumter School District 17 primarily in the City of Sumter,
while Sumter School District
2 spread throughout the county areas — and each had separate school attendance zones.
Since consolidation, those
school attendance lines have
not been touched or reviewed

DISTRICT REALIGNMENT
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until this study, Cropper said.
“This is an advantage to
look at things as a whole as
opposed to one versus the
other,” he said. “The zone
lines don’t always necessarily
need to be aligned right with

the city and county. If they
have to stretch out in a comprehensive evaluation to
make one concise zone, I
would say, is an advantage.”
Committee members, led by
Chairman Frank Baker,
agreed. The other members
include trustees Brian Alston,
Matthew “Mac” McLeod and
Sherril Ray.
Cropper has already done

SEE ZONING, PAGE A6

New S.C. Avionics Services at
airport poised to bring more
economic growth to Sumter
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James Stephens, director of South Carolina Aeronautics Commission, speaks in a hangar at the Sumter County Airport on Wednesday. The airport is celebrating Aviation Week and
held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for South Carolina Avionics Services on Wednesday.

Airport hosts ribbon-cutting
ceremony for shop on site
BY SHELBIE GOULDING
shelbie@theitem.com
The Sumter County Airport added a
new avionics shop that will bring
more aviators and businesses to Sumter’s economy one flight at a time.

Local officials and aviation enthusiasts gathered around small aircraft
under a hangar Wednesday morning
for a ribbon cutting and open house
ceremony showcasing the South Carolina Avionics Services facility.
“This is another example of Team
Sumter succeeding,” Sumter County
Council Chairman Jim McCain said,
opening the ceremony. “Business and
industry are thriving here in Sumter,

and it makes me proud to see how
our airport has improved these last
few years. We all know how crucial
our airport is for economic development.”
Located at 2945 Airport Road, the
Sumter County Airport has brought
in millions of dollars to the community, and the new avionics shop is projected to bring in even more, according to James Stephens, director of the
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U.S. health officials call for
booster shots against virus
BY MATTHEW PERRONE
and MIKE STOBBE
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON — U.S. health officials Wednesday announced plans to
dispense COVID-19 booster shots to
all Americans to shore up their protection amid the surging delta variant and signs that the vaccines' effectiveness is falling.
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More S.C. colleges requiring
masks after high court’s ruling

Doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19
vaccine are prepared
at Manning High
School in March.

VISIT US ONLINE AT

South Carolina Aeronautics Commission.
“Over $17 million annually comes to
Sumter County. That’s the economic
benefit of having this airport here,”
Stephens said. “Not every day does an
airport have an avionics shop. An avionics shop really becomes a destination point for users of the airport.”

The plan, as outlined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other health agencies, calls
for an extra dose eight months after
people get their second shot of the
Pfizer or Moderna vaccine. The doses
could begin the week of Sept. 20.
"Our plan is to protect the American people, to stay ahead of this

SEE BOOSTERS, PAGE A6

COLUMBIA — More
South Carolina colleges
and universities are requiring students and educators to mask up to
limit the spread of
COVID-19 after the state
Supreme Court ruled
the schools can legally
do so.
Coastal Carolina University will require face
coverings in all campus
buildings except for private offices and assigned
living areas, the school
announced Wednesday
on Twitter.
Clemson University,
the College of Charleston and the University

of South Carolina instituted similar mask rules
following the high
court's Tuesday ruling.
South Carolina State
University officials announced their mask
mandate Wednesday as
well.
University of South
Carolina officials initially issued a mask mandate in July but quickly
rescinded it after state
Attorney General Alan
Wilson opined that the
mandate was "likely not
consistent with the intent of the Legislature."
Wilson had cited a
budget proviso passed
by the General Assembly that states public in-

stitutions of higher
learning can't use appropriated funds to "require
that its students have received the COVID-19
vaccination in order to
be present at the institution's facilities without
being required to wear a
facemask."
But the measure does
not prevent public universities and colleges
from establishing a universal requirement for
face coverings for all
students and staff regardless of vaccination
status, state Supreme
Court justices decided
unanimously.
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virus," CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky said as the
agency cited a raft of studies
suggesting that the vaccines
are losing ground while the
highly contagious variant
spreads.
People who received the single-dose Johnson & Johnson
vaccine will also probably
need extra shots, health officials said. But they said they
are waiting for more data.
The overall plan is subject
to a Food and Drug Administration evaluation of the safety and effectiveness of a third
dose and a review by a CDC
advisory panel.
The announcement came
the same day the Biden administration said it would require nursing homes to mandate vaccinations for staffers
in order to continue receiving
federal funds. Hundreds of
thousands of nursing home
workers remain unvaccinated,
despite the heightened risk of
fatal infections among elderly
residents.
Officials said it is "very
clear" that the vaccines' protection against infections
wanes over time, and they
noted the worsening picture
in Israel, which has seen a
rise in severe cases, many of
them in people already inoculated. They said the U.S. needs
to get out ahead of the problem before it takes a more lethal turn here and starts leading to increasing hospitalizations and deaths among the
vaccinated.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the government's foremost expert on
COVID-19, said that one of the
key lessons of the coronavirus
is that it's better to "stay ahead
of it than chasing after it."
Dr. Mark Mulligan of
NYU's Langone Health center welcomed the announce-
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Clemson officials said Tuesday that masks would be mandatory in statewide buildings
"except while eating or in private spaces" for a period of
three weeks.
"This three-week period co-
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significant data collection and
created a website for the realignment project study.
He stressed the importance
for committee members to
make data-driven decisions

ment, saying: "Part of leadership is being able to see
around the corner and make
hard decisions without having all the data. It seems to
me that's what they're doing
here."
Top scientists at the World
Health Organization bitterly
objected to the U.S. plan, noting that poor countries are not
getting enough vaccine for
their initial rounds of shots.
"We're planning to hand out
extra life jackets to people
who already have life jackets,
while we're leaving other people to drown without a single
life jacket," said Dr. Michael
Ryan, the WHO's emergencies
chief.
The organization's top scientist, Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, said the evidence does
not show boosters are needed
for everyone, and she warned
that leaving billions of people
in the developing world unvaccinated could foster the emergence of new variants and result in "even more dire situations."
U.S. Surgeon General Vivek
Murthy rejected the notion
that the U.S. must choose between "America and the
world."
"We clearly see our responsibility to both, and we've got
to do everything we can to
protect people here at home
while recognizing that tamping down the epidemic across
the world is going to be key,"
Murthy said.
White House officials noted
that the U.S. has donated 115
million doses to 80 countries,
more than all other nations
combined. They said the U.S.
has enough vaccine to dispense boosters to the American people.
Israel is already offering
booster shots to people over 50
to control its delta surge. And
European medical regulators
said they are talking with vaccine developers about the
idea.

incides with the greatest risk
predicted by our public
health team's modeling of the
disease," the university said
in a statement. "Masks were
shown in our models to have
a significant impact on curbing the spread of the virus
and correspondingly enhances our ability to stay in person."

based on what is best for all
the district’s children as opposed to letting emotions get
involved or only thinking of
his/her district or area.
Another challenge, Cropper
said, that his firm sees often is
communities that may be subject to zoning changes.
“Committee members and
board members have to fight
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Guests at the Sumter County Airport’s ceremony on Wednesday view planes parked in the hangar.

AVIONICS FROM PAGE A1
South Carolina Avionics Services is an
FAA-certified repair station that will provide a full-service facility offering avionics
installation and repair, maintenance and
aircraft maintenance management to small
aircraft and large corporate jets.
According to Stephens, the new facility
and its services will be an advantage for
Sumter County and the state by catching
the attention of aviators and businesses
across the Midlands and beyond.
“For an airport to have a shop like that,
it really sets them apart in whatever state
or location they are,” Stephens said.
“They’re adding value to your community.
They’re adding value to your airport, but
they’re going to help you overall grow, recruit and get other businesses into your
community.”
Sumter Economic Development Chairman Greg Thompson gave insight on how
aviation directly affects Sumter’s economy,
as the local airport helped him conduct
business through his own company and expand to 38 states.
“Our company is 10 times bigger today
than we were in 1999,” Thompson said.
The Sumter County Airport has also been
the first place several million-dollar corporations see before potentially investing in
Sumter and calling it home.
According to Thompson, the airport was
a major asset in several successful business
deals that brought economic development
to Sumter and South Carolina.
“We’re not finished investing in aviation

through and stay the course,”
Cropper said.
He said community dialogue and discussion can be
good to combat misperceptions in the process.
About six people from the
school board’s Citizens Advisory Committee also participated in the virtual
meeting as part of its Trans-

Jim McCain speaks in a hangar at the airport
during the ribbon-cutting ceremony for South
Carolina Avionics Services.
in South Carolina because it is important
to our economic development. It is important to our community,” said Rep. Murrell
Smith, R-Sumter, who attended the ribbon
cutting. “We’re going to invest here in
Sumter County, too, and make sure that we
take care of this airport and that we have
this available for the growth that we’re
going to continue to have in Sumter County.”
The ceremony was also part of South
Carolina’s annual Aviation Week, a statewide celebration centered on National Aviation Day and Wilbur Wright's birthday to
honor the economic and educational impact
of local airports and the aviation industry.
This year’s week-long celebration runs
Aug. 15-21 in partnership with the South
Carolina Aviation Association and South
Carolina Aeronautics Commission.

portation Study Ad-Hoc
Subcommittee.
Cropper encouraged the
public to view the website,
which contains data, maps
and a 53-page background
report to include school enrollment statistics, among
other resources. On the site,
the public can also provide
input.

Next in the process will be a
virtual public information
session on Sept. 14, and the
next committee meeting is
planned for Sept. 30.
The study is expected to be
completed with a recommendation to the full board in
March 2022. The trustees will
likely consider it for approval
soon thereafter.

Biden to require COVID-19 vaccines for nursing home staff
BY ZEKE MILLER
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden on Wednesday announced that his administration will require that nursing
home staff be vaccinated
against COVID-19 as a condition for those facilities to continue receiving federal Medicare and Medicaid funding.
Biden unveiled the new policy Wednesday afternoon in a
White House address as the
administration continues to
look for ways to use mandates
to encourage vaccine holdouts
to get shots.
"If you visit, live or work in
a nursing home, you should
not be at a high risk for contracting COVID from unvaccinated employees," Biden said.
The new mandate, in the
form of a forthcoming regulation to be issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services, could take effect as

soon as next month.
Hundreds of thousands of
nursing home workers are not
vaccinated, according to federal data, despite those facilities bearing the brunt of the
early COVID-19 outbreak and
their workers being among
the first in the country to be
eligible for shots.
It comes as the Biden administration seeks to raise the
costs for those who have yet to
get vaccinated, after months
of incentives and giveaways
proved to be insufficient to
drive tens of millions of
Americans to roll up their
sleeves.
In just the past three weeks,
Biden has forced millions of
federal workers to attest to
their vaccination status or
face onerous new requirements, with even stricter requirements for federal workers in frontline health roles,
and his administration has
moved toward mandating vac-

cines for the military as soon
as next month.
Biden has also celebrated
businesses that have mandated vaccines for their own
workforces and encouraged
others to follow and highlighted local vaccine mandates as
a condition for daily activities,
like indoor dining.
The new effort seems to be
paying off, as the nation's rate
of new vaccinations has nearly doubled during the past
month. More than 200 million
Americans have now received
at least one dose of the vaccines, according to the White
House, but about 80 million
Americans are eligible but haven't yet been vaccinated.
Mark Parkinson, the president and CEO of the American Health Care Association
and National Center for Assisted Living, praised the
Biden decision but called on
him to go further.
"Vaccination mandates for

health care personnel should
be applied to all health care
settings," he said. "Without
this, nursing homes face a disastrous workforce challenge."
Last year CMS used similar
regulatory authority to prohibit most visitors from nursing homes in an effort to protect residents.
Hospitals across the U.S.
had more than 75,000 coronavirus patients as of last week,
a dramatic increase from a
few weeks ago but still well
below the winter surge records. However, Florida, Arkansas, Oregon, Hawaii, Louisiana and Mississippi all have
set pandemic records for
COVID-19 hospitalizations in
recent weeks.
Unlike the winter surge,
hospitals this summer were
already strained because
emergency room volumes are
back to pre-pandemic levels
and patients are catching up
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on care they put off.
“We are seeing COVID patients, and we are seeing car
accidents, and we are seeing
kids come in with normal
seasonal viral infections. And
we are seeing normal life
come into the emergency department along with the
extra surge of COVID patients, so it is causing that
crisis,” said Dr. Mark Rosenberg, president of the American College of Emergency
Physicians.
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