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SC Aviation Association Update
Greg Jones, SCAA President
2020 is turning out to be one for the record books. How will it be remembered?
Pandemics, lock downs and unrest? Reinvention, reinvestment and reuniting? I
choose the later.
Of course, we are enduring the pandemic, the lock downs and the unrest. But to
move through this year, we all have to reinvent, reinvest and reunite. Getting over
the hurdles requires that we jump high while moving forward. There is no other
option, and this holds true to our association as well. As we progress through this
year, we have been and will continue to clear the hurdles that 2020 is putting up in
front of us. This includes our regular events, S.C. Aviation Week and planning for our 2021 Annual Conference.
Though impaired by COVID-19 restrictions, Aviation Week was very successful. This is evidenced by the array of
videos that are now available on the SCAA website. These videos are a tremendous acknowledgement to various
aspects of aviation in South Carolina. I extend my sincere appreciation to all who worked to make these videos
possible, not the least of which is our aviation-committed SCAA staff, as well as the endless support from the
SC Aeronautics Commission. In addition to the videos, many of our member airports conducted socially-distant
events at their airports, including Beaufort County Airport, Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport, Rock Hill
– York County Airport, Fairfield County Airport, SC Aeronautics Commission, Greenville Downtown Airport
and Ridgeland – Claude Dean Airport.
I would also like to acknowledge our Safety Committee efforts led by Terry Connorton and Leo Berube. Their
steadfast commitment to safety has not slowed down and is proving to be a primary banner for our association.
In response to the pandemic, the committee reinvented FAASTeam safety seminars into webinars, ensuring
pilots are continuing to receive FAA-developed instruction in South Carolina and beyond. Additionally, I extend
kudos to Leo for being recognized as an FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot recipient by the National Association
of Flight Instructors (NAFI).
Much work is being done to prepare for our 2021 Conference. This year’s event will be different from any
before. We will indeed be reinventing, reinvesting and reuniting our program by including options for in-person
and digital participation. Our entire association board, conference committee and staff are working hard to
preserve our traditional format while creating a new, virtual experience as well. I am very excited about the
opportunity the challenges will provide, including expanded training and education as well as improved outreach
to our professional community.
2020 will be one for the books with its record hardships and challenges. For a lesser team, this might be a
problem, but for the aviation community in South Carolina, it will be another successful mission.
God Bless you all, and I look forward to seeing you all soon.
SCAA Conference Update
The SCAA Board of Directors has decided to move forward with its
Annual Conference to be held in Hilton Head at the Sonesta Resort,
February 24 – 26, 2021. SCAA will work to provide a safe and
healthy experience for all attendees. For those unable to travel, a live
streaming day will be offered on Wednesday. After the conference,
all attendees will have access to all the education sessions as well as
some pre-recorded sessions. The reservation deadline for the $129
Convention room rate at the Sonesta Resort is January 29, 2021.
Call 1-800-766-3782 and request the SCAA discounted room rate
with the group code 0223FLYING.
2 | Palmetto Aviation

SC Aeronautics Commission Update
James Stephens, SCAC Executive Director
What is the ultimate impact of COVID-19 on aviation? Many have speculated, some
have projected, but the reality is … we really don’t know yet.
According to Airlines for America, five U.S. airlines have experienced bankruptcies
or shutdowns, as have another 13 carriers worldwide. The organization states
domestic passenger volume remains 68 percent below 2019 levels, while worldwide
departures are 52 percent behind last year. U.S. airline capacity cuts haven’t caught
up with the drop in demand, and passenger volumes on airlines are unlikely to see a
return to 2019 numbers until 2023 – 2024.
The National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) states that although business aviation is on a slow rebound,
it is still significantly off pre-COVID aircraft operational numbers. I believe that airports in South Carolina,
where business aviation is a big part of business, would state the same. Some airport managers here have reported
operational numbers that are on par with previous years, while also stating that fuel sales are down, which
indicates that business aviation is not quite where it was.
In turn, these business aviation numbers suggest that corporate America has made significant changes to business
operations due to successes experienced during remote work periods. Whatever the case, the results on aviation
are the same and point to that 2023 – 2024 projected return to 2019 levels.
Here in South Carolina, the pandemic stopped the legislative progress that we were making. This left us with
uncertainty about our operational budget, capital project requests, and revenue impacts to the State Aviation
Fund. We also had Commissioner term bills that were in limbo due to questions about the legislative calendar and
process. (S.1048, which was drafted to allow for Aeronautics Commissioners to serve a second term, was passed
by the General Assembly on Sept. 24, and signed into law by Gov. McMaster on Sept. 28.)
Now, we are operating on a budget that saw no changes from the previous operational budget, and we anticipate
our capital projects will go unfunded due to statewide revenue uncertainty. So, as we enter the fall of 2020, we’re
already beginning another budget request cycle, and we will be pursuing the funding levels and projects that were
previously requested.
As for returning to an operational normal here at the Division of Aeronautics, the Aeronautics Commission has
returned to a modified meeting platform that allows for in-person attendance by Commissioners and staff while
offering public access through Zoom. If you wish to participate, please check scaeronautics.sc.gov for instructions
on receiving log-in credentials. In addition, the Aeronautics staff is here to support your airport and aviation
needs as we are able, and we’ll engage outside of the office as allowed by Executive Orders.
We have worked with airports through the pandemic, experiencing multiple land use issues requiring in-depth
responsiveness from the Division. We’re thankful that we were able to assist our airport sponsors and managers
through these issues, but our work here has highlighted needs along the way. (Continued on page 15)

ID Requirements
Are Changing
The Department of Homeland Security has
extended the REAL ID enforcement deadline
to October 1, 2021. Visit tsa.gov/real-id for
details.
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Inflight Engine Failure
By Bill Clute
Aircraft: 1976 Bellanca Citabria 7KCAB
Powerplant: Lycoming AEIO-320 150hp
Departure airport: 69NC
Destination airport: SC47
“He lived to tell about it!” and “Any landing you can walk away from is a
good one!” I have heard sayings like these for years. On June 6, I was the
fortunate person who lived to tell about the landing I walked away from.

Safety Update
provided by:
Leo Berube, CFI, CFII, MEI
SCAA Board of Directors,
FAASTeam Representative
My friend, Bill Clute,
experienced an in-flight
engine failure on June
6, 2020, while flying his
Bellanca Citabria from
Clute’s Hilltop Airport
(69NC) to Parker Field
(SC47). Bill is a former
airshow and aerobatic
competition pilot and
has graciously accepted
my invitation to share
his flight experience that
afternoon and subsequent
observations so that we
can all benefit.
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I started the day driving my parents from Jacksonville, Fla., to their home on a
private airstrip near Rutherfordton, N.C. After eight hours in the car I decided,
rather than more driving, to fly my Citabria back to my Parker Field home.
The airplane has been in my family for 40 years. My dad taught my brother
and I how to fly in the plane. I won aerobatic contests and flew airshows in it.
I even proposed to my wife from this plane during an airshow performance. In
total, I have logged about 1,000 hours in the airplane.
The flight from my parent’s home to mine is about 25-30 minutes, and it was
expected to be a non-eventful half hour. I took off shortly before 5 p.m. After
flying for about 20 minutes, I was about 8 miles from home and flying at 1800
feet MSL (about 1000 feet AGL) when I sensed a change in the engine. The
change wasn’t violent, just different. The engine seemed to run a little rough.
A slight adjustment of the fuel mixture didn’t improve anything. The engine
seemed to get worse, so I flipped on the emergency fuel pump even though the
pressure gauge read normal. Still no improvement.
A second or two later everything smoothed out … because the engine had quit.
No more than 10 – 15 seconds had passed from that first sense of roughness to
engine failure.
I tried the starter once, but it didn’t help. I was out of time for troubleshooting.
Unfortunately, I have lost too many friends to plane crashes, which has caused
me to deeply study accidents. One thing I learned was that many pilots got so
preoccupied with trying to resolve the problem that they forgot about flying
the plane. So, in my mind I repeated the words, “fly the plane.” I also recalled
the words of the great Bob Hoover, who said, “If you’re going to crash an
airplane, fly it as far into the crash as possible.” Oddly, one other thought
came into my mind: Gene Krantz’s character in Apollo 13, played by actor Ed
Harris, overheard a couple of people in Mission Control saying the mission
could be one of the greatest tragedies in history. Harris’ Krantz interrupted

and said, “With all due respect, sir, I believe this is going to be
our finest hour.” Clearly, a lot goes through my mind in a few
seconds.
I quickly scanned the area for a place to set the plane down and
didn’t like my options. Most of the roads were too curvy or had
crossing power lines. The Chandelle Estates aviation community
was just a few miles away. I had it in sight, but I wasn’t going to
be able to glide that far. I opted for the only suitable area I could
find, an area that had been cleared for a new neighborhood.
My years of performing engine-out aerobatics in airshows
were on my side. I wasn’t panicked about flying a plane with
the engine stopped, but this time was different. In airshows I
was flying a well-rehearsed routine with the runway always
below me. This time, I was frustrated because I couldn’t find a
better place to set the plane down. Nonetheless, once I settled
on the landing spot, I stayed focused on it. I set up a glide for
the clearing. With a small headwind and temperatures of about
90 degrees Fahrenheit, I felt like I dragged it in, barely clearing
the trees on one end of my landing area. I slowed the plane as
much as possible before it touched down and was able to touch
down with the tail wheel first. The clearing was rough, with ditches dug every couple hundred feet. The plane was
bouncing all over the place, and just when I thought it might be done the plane nosed over onto the spinner for a
brief moment, and then the tail slammed down. Finally, the airplane had stopped, and the crash had ended.
I had no injuries, and the airplane had only a few points of damage. The rudder was bent from when the tail
slammed down. The right tire blew out somewhere in the landing. Wheel pants cracked, the cowling experienced
some cracks and the exhaust is dented. The propeller had stopped in the horizontal position, remaining
undamaged when the plane nosed over.
After exiting the airplane, I took a walk along the path of my tire tracks and discovered several large concrete
drains that had been installed. If I had hit one of those, the impact would likely have ripped the landing gear off
the aircraft.
I called my wife. A passerby came over to check on me. Soon, the Reidville
Fire Department and the Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office showed up.
Everyone was very helpful. Within a couple of hours, while still at the landing
site, I had received calls from the Greer Tower, FAA and NTSB.
I am very thankful that I live in a great neighborhood with people who are
willing to help and are knowledgeable about airplanes. Four neighbors came
out with two flat-bed trailers and a lot of tools. We had to drain about 25
gallons of fuel from the plane, so running out of gas definitely was not the
cause of the engine failure. After removing the wings and loading them onto
one trailer and the fuselage onto the other, my neighbors and I had everything
unloaded into my hangar at home by 9 p.m.
I am very lucky and blessed. While I don’t think this was my finest hour, at
least it wasn’t my final hour!
At this point, we have not found a definite cause of the engine failure. Many
theories have been suggested then dismissed by investigation. The theories that
haven’t been definitely dismissed cannot be tested in a way to show them to be
more than a possibility. The engine ran fine when we got the plane back to my
hangar. I don’t like this mystery. If I don’t find the cause I will always have an
unknown in the back of my mind each time I fly. (Continued on page 14)

Tips to Handle an
Emergency
• Rehearse emergency
situations in your mind.
Know the routine for each
scenario.
• Understand how wind and
temperature may affect your
planned response.
• Practice emergency
situations if they can be
done safely. Verify that your
plan has not omitted any
key details.
• Fly the plane. Don’t
become preoccupied
with trying to resolve the
problem. In an emergency,
time and altitude are limited.
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Aviation News
FAA to Offer Aviation Workforce Development
Grants
The Federal Aviation Administration is providing
grants to academia and the aviation community to
help prepare a more inclusive talent pool of pilots
and aviation maintenance technicians, to inspire and
recruit the next generation of aviation professionals.
Grants from $25,00 to $500,000 are available
to eligible applicants as established in legislation.
(Individuals are not eligible to apply directly to the
FAA for a grant under these programs.) For more
information and to subscribe to receive notifications
about this program, visit faa.gov and search “Aviation
Workforce Development Grants.”

James Stephens
named NASAO
Secretary
The National
Association of State
Aviation Officials
(NASAO) announced its
new executive officers
and board members for
the 2020-21 fiscal year,
during the group’s 89th
Annual Conference and
Exposition, held online
Sept. 14 – 16. SC Aeronautics Commission Executive
Director James Stephens was named Secretary.
Congratulations, James!

Wright Brothers Master Pilots Honored
Dating back to 1962, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) recognizes the efforts of pilots who have
followed and continue to follow the precaution and awareness of safe flight operations. Most of all, the FAA
recognizes pilots who have contributed and maintained safe flight operations for 50 or more consecutive years of
piloting aircraft with its Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award.
SCAA Director Leo Berube, who was awarded this honor in 2017, was recognized for his accomplishment by
National Association of Flight Instructors in August 2020.
In February 2020, the FAA presented SCAA member Gary
Burleson with his Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award at the
SCAA Annual Conference in Burleson’s hometown of Myrtle
Beach. Member Daniel Ahern was also recognized with the
Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award in January 2020. Ahern
resides in Beaufort.
Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award recipients are issued a
distinctive certificate and lapel pin. Once an award is issued,
a recipient’s name is added to a published “Roll of Honor.”
Available at faasafety.gov, this comprehensive listing includes
several SCAA members. Congratulations on being recognized
for your professionalism, skill and expertise, Master Pilots!

SCAA Awards 2020 Scholarships Recipients
Recently, SCAA awarded five scholarships
to South Carolinians persuing careers in the
aviation industry. Pictured left to right are Kirk
Bennet of Summerville, Juan Pina Gomez of
Ladson, Joanna Meza of Greenville, Henry
Nguyen of Greenville, and Walker Weathers of
Greenville. Each received a $1,000 scholarship
to aid them in their pursuits.
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National Aviation Association Honors SC Aviation Hall of Fame Inductee
Major General Charles Bolden
The National Aeronautic Association (NAA)
announced that Major General Charles Bolden USMC
(Ret.) was been selected as the recipient of the 2020
Wright Brothers Memorial Trophy for his impassioned
commitment to public service in aviation and aerospace
as an aviator, astronaut, and leader and his dedication
to excellence for the advancement of all humanity.
Separate from the FAA award mentioned previously,
the Wright Brothers Memorial Trophy is awarded
annually to a living American for significant public
service of enduring value to aviation in the United
States.
Bolden was born and raised in Columbia, S.C.
Following graduation from high school in 1964, he
was appointed to the U.S. Naval Academy after writing
then-President Lyndon Johnson directly because his
Senators and Congressman refused to nominate him.
At the Naval Academy, Bolden became the President of
his class. He received his B.S. in electrical science and
later earned his M.S. in systems management from the
University of Southern California.
After graduating from the Naval Academy in 1968,
Bolden was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in
the U.S. Marine Corps. After completing flight training,
Bolden became a Naval Aviator. During the Vietnam
War, Bolden flew more than 100 combat missions
between 1972 and 1973, piloting the A-6A Intruder.
Several years later, Bolden graduated from the U.S.
Naval Test Pilot School. As a test pilot, Bolden flew
numerous test projects in the A-6E, EA-6B, and A-7C/E
aircraft. He logged more than 6,000 hours flying time
during his active military career.
Beginning in 1980, Bolden spent 14 years as an
Astronaut with NASA. He ventured into space a total

of four times as part of
NASA’s Space Shuttle
program, including two
missions as the Pilot
and two as Mission
Commander. Bolden first
served as Pilot on the
Space Shuttle Columbia
in 1986. In the wake of
the Challenger disaster,
he was assigned as the
Chief of the Safety Division. In 1990, he piloted the
Space Shuttle Discovery during its mission to deploy
the Hubble Space Telescope. Next, in 1992, Bolden
served as the Mission Commander for Space Shuttle
Atlantis. Lastly, in 1994, he led the Space Shuttle
Discovery for the historic first joint-American–Russian
Space Shuttle mission. Overall, Bolden logged 680
hours in space.
Bolden left NASA and returned to the operating forces
of the U.S. Marine Corps in 1994, and was assigned as
the Deputy Commandant of Midshipmen at the U.S.
Naval Academy. During Operation Desert ThunderKuwait in 1998, he was assigned as the Commanding
General of the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force.
That same year, he was promoted to Major General.
Bolden retired from the Marine Corps in 2003 after
commanding the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing.
Bolden eventually went on to become the
Administrator of NASA from 2009 to 2017. He is the
first and, to date, the only Senate-confirmed AfricanAmerican to hold that post. Bolden retired as NASA
Administrator in January 2017.
Bolden was inducted into the South Carolina Aviation
Hall of Fame in 1996.
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Lara Kaufmann Named Co-Chair of
NATA GA Committee
Greenville Downtown Airport (GMU) Associate Director and South
Carolina Aeronautics District 4 Commissioner Lara Kaufmann has been
named co-chair of the newly established National Air Transportation
Association (NATA) General Aviation Airports Committee.
On August 27, 2020, community leaders joined in discussions on how
general aviation stakeholders facilitate the success of their communities.
The conversation also included how rural airports serve as a runway for
economic development, job recovery, and emergency response.
This event highlighted the critical role of the general aviation airport and its
tenant businesses in assisting community throughout the COVID pandemic,
during recovery, and beyond.
In addition, the Greenville Downtown Airport location offered a unique opportunity to learn about modern
general aviation aircraft with “glass” cockpits and enhanced safety features, such as aircraft possessing their own
parachutes.
Thank you, Lara, for your constant efforts to elevate aviation in South Carolina and across the nation.

Pictured left to right: Yves Bangle, Aircraft Mechanic – PF Flyers, Cirrus Service Center; Ian Pruden, Owner –
PF Flyers, Cirrus Service Center; Ben Kowalski, Senior Vice President, Sales and Marketing – Cirrus Aircraft,
Vision Center Campus; Trevor Burnette, General Manager, USA – Berringer Aero; Timothy Obitts, President
& Chief Executive Officer – National Air Transportation Association (NATA); Stan Mays, Chairman –
Greenville Airport Commission; James Stephens, Executive Director – South Carolina Aeronautics
Commission; Joe Frasher, Airport Director – Greenville Downtown Airport; Ryan Waguespack, Senior Vice
President – NATA; Dorothy Dowe, Airport Liaison – Greenville City Council; Danielle Gibbs, Upstate Office
Manager, Regional Director – U.S. Senator Tim Scott; Lara Kaufmann, Associate Director – Greenville
Downtown Airport; Freddie Gault, Director of Outreach – U.S. Congressman William Timmons
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SC Aviation Hall of Fame
Established in 1991, the South Carolina Aviation Hall of Fame honors pioneers and leaders in the aviation
industry who have made significant contributions to the development, advancement or promotion of aviation and
have close ties to the state of South Carolina. Every individual inducted into the S.C. Aviation Hall of Fame is
revered for their impacts on aviation. Spend a few moments reading through the biographical information of this
elite group, and with each inductee you will find remarkable individuals whose achievements are groundbreaking,
heroic and industry-leading, including:
Jim Hamilton, 1993
U.S. Army veteran, former SC Aeronautics Commissioner and Chair, and founder
of Midlands Aviation Corporation, Jim Hamilton was inducted in the S.C. Aviation
Hall of Fame in 1993, and he was also named the 1993 South Carolina Aviator of the
Year. Jim Hamilton – L.B. Owens Airport and Jim Hamilton Boulevard in Columbia
are named after him.

Ronald McNair, 1992
Ronald McNair attended Carver High School in Lake City and graduated magna
cum laude from North Carolina A&T State University. He went on to earn a Doctor
of Philosophy in Physics from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Selected into the
NASA astronaut program in 1978, McNair was one of seven crewmembers who lost
their lives aboard the Challenger space shuttle on Jan. 28, 1986.

Francis Higham Miller, 1991 & Sylvia Roth, 1993
Francis Miller and Sylvia Roth co-founded Miller Aviation
at Columbia Metropolitan Airport in 1964. Among
thousands of students, the pair instructed fellow S.C.
Aviation Hall of Fame Inductee Robert Sumwalt.

General Lloyd “Fig” Newton
A native of Ridgeland, Gen. Lloyd W. “Fig” Newton was the first African-American
pilot on the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds aerial demonstration team. Additionally,
Newton became an Air Force four-star general on April 1, 1997.
Robert Sumwalt, 2009
Robert Sumwalt organized and managed the first University of South Carolina
Flying Club. He has served as chair of the Richland County Airport Commission, as
manager of aviation at SCANA Corporation, as Piedmont Airlines and US Airways
pilot, as NASA safety consultant and as faculty member of the University of Southern
California’s Aviation Safety and Security program. He is the current chair of the
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB).
View the complete list of SC Hall of Fame members on scaaonline.com.
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Aviation Week Celebrates State’s Aviation Industry
Socially Distant Events and Virtual Campaigns Continue the Tradition of Promoting Airports and Aviation
Each year, SCAA and South Carolina Aeronautics Commission endeavor to promote
the state’s airports and aviation industry through S.C. Aviation Week. Aviation Week
is planned around the week including Aug. 19, which is National Aviation Day and
the birthday of pioneer Orville Wright.
Planning for the 2020 events started as normal. SCAA and the Aeronautics
Commission petitioned Gov. Henry McMaster to proclaim August 15-22 South
Carolina Aviation Week and began working with airports across the state to
highlight the incredible work, improvements, community outreach and economic
impact our airports have in South Carolina.
When the global pandemic caused a suspension of large gatherings, the Aviation
Week Committee members quickly pivoted, developing multiple campaigns designed to highlight the industry’s
contributions and encourage aviators to continue to fly and support their local airports.

SC AMT of the Year
Aviation Maintenance Technicians work hard
to keep our skies safe. As a part of Aviation
Week, Chuck Hyer, Director of Maintenance
at South Carolina Aeronautics Commission,
was named the 2020 SC AMT of the Year.
One of five nominees for the award, Hyer was
honored with a socially distant celebration
on Aug. 20, where he was celebrated by
colleagues, friends and family.
“Chuck embodies the characteristics of the
ideal aviation maintenance technician. He
is thorough in his work and is committed
to providing flawless aircraft maintenance,
all while adhering to a higher standard in aviation safety,” said Aeronautics
Commission Executive Director James Stephens. Hyer will be nominated for the
FAA’s South Carolina FSDO AMT of the Year award.

Aviation Week
Committee Members
Denise Bryan, Co-Chair,
Fairfield County Airport
Bud Hawk, Co-Chair,
Mead & Hunt
Kelli Feathers, Hope
Aviation Insurance
Danny Lucas, Ridgeland
– Claude Dean Airport
Jerome Squire, Jim
Hamilton – L.B. Owens
Airport
James Stephens,
SC Aeronautics
Commission

Airport Events
Several airports were able to host events in accordance with local guidelines.
Beaufort County
Airport hosted
an open house
for its 75th
anniversary,
honoring the
Tuskegee Airmen.
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Spartanburg
Downtown
Memorial
Airport
celebrated
Community Aviation Program
students with a bricklaying ceremony.

Fairfield
County
Airport
introduced
two young
women to the possibility of a career in
aviation with discovery flights.

Aviation Week Videos
A video series highlighting the state’s airports and aviation-related businesses was produced and launched daily
during Aviation Week. These videos are found at scaaonline.com, on YouTube (search “South Carolina Aviation
Association”) and on social media. Following is a list of featured organizations.

South Carolina
Commercial Airports

Lockheed Martin

MedCenter Air

Pittsburgh Institute of
Aeronautics

SC Aeronautical Training
Center at Trident Technical
College

SC Aeronautics
Commission

Special Services
Corporation

UPS Airlines

Keep Flying SC
Throughout the summer, pilots were encouraged to keep flying and supporting state airports by planning flights
to and from South Carolina’s 58 publicly owned, public use airports. Entries were shared on social media using
#keepflyingsc. The cover for this issue of Palmetto Aviation includes submissions collected during the campaign.

Greenville Downtown Airport and
Ridgeland-Claude Dean Airport
held FOD walks to clear runways
and ramps of harmful debris.

Rock Hill – York County planned a Tour de York aerial parade.
While cloud cover prevented the official aerial parade from
occurring, many pilots flew in for the day. Tour de York Part Deux
successfully happened on September 19.
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On Earth As It Is
In Flight
“But they that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as EAGLES; they
shall run, and not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint.”
– ISAIAH 40:31
South Carolina was one of only two
states without a collegiate aeronautics
program. Not any longer! Charleston
Southern University (CSU), a Christian
university located in North Charleston,
will offer a Bachelor of Science in
Aeronautics (Professional Pilot)
program beginning in fall 2021.

Charleston Southern University is a private, Christian university
Students will be able to choose
located in North Charleston.
between three major tracks:
commercial aviation, military aviation or missionary aviation. Introduction to Pilot Training will be offered
this academic year along with Aviation & Government and Aviation Law. The professional pilot degree will
be complimented by an aviation & space management degree, an aeronautics science minor and an aviation
maintenance management technical degree.
The first class will incorporate a maximum of 20 students, with the possibility of growth based on interest. CSU
has not advertised the degree program, as they will soon apply for accreditation, and it is only through the press
and word of mouth people are learning of the program’s existence.
How, you ask, did such a program come to CSU? CSU’s President Dondi
Costin is a retired Air Force major general and formerly the Protestant
chaplain for Air Force Basic Military Training, and the senior flight line
chaplain for both special operations and conventional forces in Europe.
His interest in aviation led him to the Lowcountry Aviation Association in
Summerville.
While visiting one of the summer camps in 2019 and meeting retired Air
Force Col. Christopher “C.J.” Will, the engines began turning. Things
work fast when they are meant to be, and all of the pieces fell into place.
To create a program from ground up in just a little over a year is highly
commendable.
According to the 2019 Boeing Pilot and Technician Outlook, due to
demand for air travel, 800,000 new pilots are expected to be needed over
the next 20 years, with 212,000 of those in North America alone.

Christopher, “C.J.” Will, Chair,
Department of Aeronautics at
Charleston Southern University
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Don’t think that these numbers are not credible due to the COVID-19
pandemic; many pilots are taking advantage of packages from the
airlines to leave early, and older pilots continue to reach their mandatory
retirement age of 65. While the industry is suffering now, this is a relatively
short-term problem, as people will fly again. The airlines must be ready
when this happens. Not training for future pilots now is a mistake, and as
President Costin states, “In terms of sharing the gospel to the ends of the
earth, the need for missionary pilots will always exist.”

Speak a few minutes with CSU’s Founding Chair of the Aeronautics program, Colonel (Ret.) C. J. Will, and you
will quickly recognize the depth of his faith. His Christian faith is his foundation, and family, football and flying
are his passions. The bible scripture at the beginning of this article is one of several Will uses when speaking of
the program.
Will comes with an impressive background and is no stranger to aeronautics. He is a combat command pilot,
military instructor pilot, holds FAA Airline Transport Pilot, Commercial Pilot, Flight Instructor (Single and
Multi-Engine) and Remote Pilot Operation certifications and ratings. He holds a Juris Doctorate from the SMU
Dedman School of Law and served as a Judge Advocate (JAG) for the U. S. Air Force prior to earning his wings.
He practiced as an aviation attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice, and
recently retired from active duty service after serving as the Commander
of The Citadel’s AFROTC program. He has taught aviation safety, ethics,
business and aviation law at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University since
2001.
When on active duty, he was assigned to the Pentagon. Colonel Will was an
integral part of an Air Force task force to address the issue of pilot shortage
with stakeholders around the country.
Will believes “Aviation is aspirational, it causes us to look up in the sky and
see the sky differently than if we had not been in it flying our way through it
in three dimensions.” He believes that when their students look up in the sky,
“They will not just see clouds and airplanes, they will see themselves in it. It
will change their perspective of the world, both physically and metaphorically
and it will change their perspective of themselves in that world … that is the
power of aviation.”

“Aviation is
aspirational, it
causes us to look up
in the sky and see
the sky differently
than if we had not
been in it flying our
way through it in
three dimensions.”
– Colonel C. J. Will

There is no question Will has a passion for mentoring and seeing young people reach their potential. He will
strive to ensure the program is available to young people who might not even know that they have an interest in
aviation or lack the means of paying for training to become a pilot. This is what drives him.
As the founder of Lowcountry Aviation Association in Summerville, he works tirelessly in offering monthly
day camps, and winter and summer camps, where qualified high school and college students can learn about
aviation and receive flight instruction. Lowcountry Inspiration Flight (LIFT) camp students take part in ground
instruction, virtual reality simulator time and receive flight instruction by an FAA Certified Flight Instructor.
The camp is open to 12 high
school students and four college
students. They leave with a new
logbook with their first flight
training endorsement. It is his
desire to see the creation of
these camps across the state and
would love to hear from those
who are interested in seeing this
become a reality. He further plans
to engage the state community
stakeholders as partners as well
as organizations like Women in
Aviation and the Tuskegee Airmen.

CSU students learn to fly while studying aircraft operations, safety, aircraft
systems, aerodynamics, meteorology and more.

With President Costin, Colonel
Will and the CSU team at the
controls guided by the Lord, the
sky is the limit for aspiring pilots
in South Carolina.
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Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport Launches
Carbon Offset Program
Earlier this year, Spartanburg Downtown Memorial
Airport became the first airport in the state to launch
its own carbon-offset program designed to balance
the emissions from local air traffic by protecting
South Carolina’s lands and forests.
“It’s important to us as a business to work toward
a more sustainable future for our industry, and it’s
important to us as South Carolinians that our efforts
benefit our state’s special places and residents,” says
Terry Connorton, airport director for Spartanburg
Downtown Memorial Airport. “We’re not just
buying credits for a forest we’ll never see; the
places we’re protecting are where we live, work and
vacation. We hope other airports around the state
will join us.”
The program runs through May 2021, with the
possibility of extending it beyond that date. During
that time, the airport will voluntarily donate an
additional two cents per gallon of fuel it purchases
from World Fuel Services (the two cents will not be
passed on to customers). World Fuel Services will
collect those donations in a holding account, then
transfer them to The Nature Conservancy in South
Carolina every six months. The airport estimates
that the program will generate $6,000 in its first
year.

“Taking action on climate is our next big challenge
in protecting South Carolina, and it’s great to
see cities and industries leading the way,” says
Dale Threatt-Taylor, executive director for the
Conservancy in South Carolina. “We’re grateful to
Terry and the City of Spartanburg for their passion
and leadership.”
“Flying can take you anywhere in the world! Not
only can you visit friends and family, but it can
also take you to visit some spectacular natural
areas,” says James Stephens, executive director of
South Carolina Aeronautics Commission. “Here
in South Carolina, we have so much to offer our
citizens and visitors when it comes to our natural
beauty, and this program will help us protect
those areas for generations to come. We’re excited
about Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport’s
desire to be helping protect all those things South
Carolinians love.”
The funds collected will be used to protect South
Carolina’s lands and forests, which capture and store
carbon if left undeveloped.
To find out how to get your local airport involved,
contact Lowndes Macdonald at The Nature
Consevancy by phone (803-479-1187) or email
(m.l.macdonald@tnc.org).

Inflight Engine Failure (Continued from page 5)
From an airman perspective, I feel pretty good about how I handled the situation. I had wondered if there were
better places in the area that I could have landed, so I flew my Pitts over the area a couple of weeks later. What I
found was that there were other possible places to set it down, but they weren’t any better than the space I chose.
As mentioned earlier, when I did airshows my routine was very rehearsed. If you go to an aerobatic contest or
see an aerobatic competition pilot at an airshow, you may see them walking through their routine on the ground
before flying. Rehearsing a situation always makes it easier, and I believe that may have saved the day for me.
I hadn’t rehearsed this situation in the same way I did my airshow routine, but I had imagined this situation
hundreds of times in my mind. Whenever I am flying, I regularly look at the area below me and consider what
I would do if the engine quit. Hundreds of times, I have closed my eyes and imagined how I would handle an
engine failure. When I found myself in this emergency situation, I didn’t have to think about what to do; I knew
what to do. I already had a plan, and I stuck to it.
It’s good to know that planes don’t just fall out of the sky. If the engine quits the plane will still fly. You just need
to keep your focus and find the best available place to land.
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SC Aeronautics
Commission Update
(Continued from page 3)

One such need is that during our land use
reviews around airports, the Division will need
to pay closer attention to the communications
that take place between our office and the
airport sponsor/airport managers. As we
collectively position ourselves to respond to
incompatible land uses, we must make sure
that we are all responding similarly. Another
need is to establish local-level relationships that
provide for interactions that bring awareness ––
and ultimately –– protection of the airport,
its users, and its value. Local communication
often leads to successful outcomes on land
use decision making around airports, and
I encourage you to develop your local
relationships further.
Engaging with others about protecting local
airports through sound land use decisions
can help provide many more years of service
and economic value from airport, as well as
protection of the significant investment made
by the FAA, the State of South Carolina, and
local communities. Remind decision makers
about state laws that require land use decisions
around airports to be reviewed by the Division
of Aeronautics and include us in conversations
when appropriate or needed.
In response to COVID-19, Congress enacted
the CARES Act for Airports which provided
a significant amount of money for South
Carolina’s airports, including AIP funding at 100
percent federal participation, rather than the
traditional 90 percent federal, five percent state
and five percent local. This provision also meant
that state funds could be carried forward into
future years when lower revenues will be felt.
Finally, even though revenues to the State
Aviation Fund are projected to be down (see
Summer 2020 newsletter), know this: The staff
of the SC Aeronautics Commission and each
of your Commissioners is committed to your
airports, we’re committed to the longevity and
success of our airport system.
Blue Skies!
James
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