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SCAA President’s Update

Hello my SCAA friends. As I write this, the candle has been put out for 2019 and the 
2020 candle has begun to burn bright. As the year closed out we can look back and be 
proud of all that we have accomplished together. In the SCAA world, we have seen 
a very successful year. Our conference was once again a wonderful triumph, and our 
focus on Aviation Week was just as great and exciting. I am particularly proud of the 
work of our Safety Committee, in particular, the efforts of Terry Connorton and Leo 
Berube.   

Also, we have wrapped up our first year under our new administration team of Beacon 
Association Management, and it could not have gone better. Across the state, aviation 
is booming, and our airports are continuing to grow and develop. The South Carolina 
Aeronautics Commission continues its great work, and its support to SCAA has been 

phenomenal. We have had a very blessed year. I am excited for next year and have full confidence that we will build on our 2019 
success and make 2020 even more prosperous.   

At this time of year, we all are refreshed from enjoying and celebrating the holidays and our many blessings. Usually, we also get 
to enjoy some time off with family and friends. I happened to be in one of our airports recently and was speaking with a member 
of the operations team. I asked if they planned some time off. The answer came back that the operations staff would be working 
24/7 through the holidays. That struck a nerve with me that aviation is full of people working hard to make our industry successful 
and safe all day, every day. That gave me further reason to pause and think about the many folks in our police forces, fire depart-
ments, hospitals, our great military and other organizations that work hard, sacrifice and take risks on our behalf. I encourage you 
all to take notice and give thanks for the people in our lives, in our communities and in public service that help to make our coun-
try the greatest place on earth. We likely don’t have to look any further than our own families or our own places of work to find 
people making a difference. I know that each of you are doing so, and I am thankful to you.    

In the spirit of the recent season, I would like to share one of my favorite verses, “Do nothing out of vain conceit. Rather, in hu-
mility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others,” (Phillipians 
2:3-4).

I hope your 2019 was fantastic and that your 2020 will be even better. I look forward to seeing you at our Annual Conference 
February 12 – 14 in Myrtle Beach!

God Bless You All, 
Greg Jones

Greg Jones, ADC Engineering

Happy New Year!
SCAA looks forward to serving you in 2020.



Palmetto Aviation Page 3 

SC Aeronautics Update
James Stephens, SC Aeronautics 
Commission Executive Director

Each year as I prepare for a new year and plan my calendar transition from 
one year to the next, I’m always excited about the holiday festivities. Not 
only because I love the time off, being with family and all the wonderful 
food — but also because I happen to have an amazing wife and three beauti-
ful daughters that always make things exciting. But also, like prepping for an 
FAA examination, I’m a little nervous about the outcome of things to come 
in the New Year. Things like budget requests, project planning, personal de-
velopment and leadership weigh on me like a thick fog on the fall mornings 
that we just passed through.

At times, like what often happens throughout winter, I feel a chill as we roll 
over into that New Year. Beginning the second week of January, the state 

legislature reconvenes, and meetings begin to fill the calendar. Meetings for budget request presentations, meetings to discuss 
budget request presentations, meetings to educate and communicate why such requests are or were even made, meetings to dis-
cuss aviation-related legislation, and the list goes on, and on and on …  However, like that FAA examination, I’ve prepared. I’ve 
developed talking points. I’ve researched my examiner, and, ultimately, I’ve chosen to go through with this because I love being 
able to serve aviators and airport owners here in South Carolina.

As we begin 2020, I look forward to great things within our airport system. Projects are constantly underway and progress is 
always being made. Across the state, the needle is constantly pushed. We’re seeing growth in aviation that mirrors and surpasses 
what we were seeing before the Great Recession. We’ve seen a lot of change and advancement. However, with that great growth 
comes additional need to support the demands on our airport system.

We see runway rehabilitations and extensions either taking place or being planned for, terminal renovations and construction, 
expansion of based customers and services, repairs and a lot of maintenance on infrastructure that’s not quite ready for replace-
ment. We see airport owners taking pride in the economic development driver that is part of their community’s developmental 
toolbox, and hopefully we’ll see more of the fruits of our labor.

As we make this transition together and as we begin to work toward future accomplishments, I ask that you look at your local 
airport and ask yourself how you can participate in the changes and developments. Ask those that are involved how you, too, 
can become engaged, and don’t forget that in South Carolina, the skies are the opportunity, not the limit.

Blue Skies!
James
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Ryan Turiak, avionics technician at Aircraft Maintenance Services Inc., was named 
the 2019 S.C. FAA Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) Aviation Maintenance 
Technician (AMT) of the Year in December 2019. 

“I have hired and trained many young men in my 40 years of aircraft maintenance, 
but Ryan is the best that I have ever trained,” said Frank Shumpert, owner of Aircraft 
Maintenance Services. “Ryan is multi-talented. As both a pilot and A&P certified 
technician, he has a better understanding of problems pilots face and can resolve 
issues quickly to keep everyone safe.” 

Turiak was nominated for the FAA award after receiving the South Carolina Aviation 
Association and South Carolina Aeronautics Commission AMT of the Year Award 
last August. AMTs are integral to the aviation industry, keeping aircraft operational 
by performing repairs, inspections and scheduled maintenance, and the organizations 
chose to recognize this important role during S.C. Aviation Week, August 18 – 24, 
2019. 

Pilot Randy Willard nominated Ryan for the August award, stating, “Ryan provides 
superior avionics repair and service. He is an excellent source of information, he 
maintains a hunger in furthering his knowledge within his field, and he is dedicated 
to providing exceptional service.”

South Carolina Aviation Week is a statewide celebration of the economic and educa-
tion impact of airports and the aviation industry. Centered around National Aviation 
Day on August 19, Aviation Week is planned in partnership by South Carolina Avia-
tion Association and South Carolina Aeronautics Commission and will be celebrated 
August 16 – 22, 2020.

FAA SOUTH CAROLINA FSDO 
NAMES AVIATION MAINTENANCE 
TECHNICIAN OF THE YEAR 

“I have hired and 
trained many young 
men in my 40 years 
of aircraft mainte-

nance, but Ryan is the 
best that I have ever 
trained,” said Frank 
Shumpert, owner of 
Aircraft Maintenance 

Services. “Ryan is 
multi-talented. As 

both a pilot and A&P 
certified technician, 

he has a better under-
standing of problems 
pilots face and can re-
solve issues quickly to 
keep everyone safe.” 
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Safety Update
provided by:

Leo Berube, CFI, CFII, MEI
SCAA Board of Director

FAASTeam Representative

Military Training Routes (MTRs) are members of the Other Airspace Areas family desig-
nated by the FAA which include:  Local Airport Advisories; Temporary Flight Restrictions; 
Parachute Jump Aircraft Operations; Published VFR Routes; Terminal Radar Service Areas 
and National Security Areas.

Training Areas were first assigned to the Air Force in the late 1950s when aircraft were 
slower, turning patterns were tighter and low-level flying was not considered a useful tactic. 
(Source: US Air Force Low Altitude Flight Training Air Force website AF.mil)

Created by the US Department of Defense (DOD) and the Federal Administration Association (FAA), the MTR program was 
jointly developed solely for military use.

Most low-altitude aeronautical charts will depict military flight activities which involve high-speed flight training at low alti-
tudes. MTR routes below 1,500 feet AGL are normally flown under VFR conditions. MTR routes above 1,500 feet AGL are 
developed to be flown under IFR conditions. The width of an MTR when scaled on U.S. VFR Sectionals and U.S. IFR Low 
Altitude Charts appear ½ mile wide. The functional width of an Active MTR can be more than 20 miles wide.

In Military Training Routes (MTRs) Revisited – Part 2, which will run in the next issue of Palmetto Aviation, we will take 
an in depth look at practical flight planning and risk avoidance strategies for General Aviation pilots when operating near active 
Military Training Routes.

MTRs are routes used by military aircraft to maintain proficiency in tactical flying. These routes are usually established below 
10,000 feet MSL for operations at speeds in excess of 250 knots. Some route segments may be defined at higher altitudes for 
purposes of route continuity. Routes are identified as IFR 
(IR), and VFR (VR) followed by a number. [Figure15-7, 
below] MTRs with no segment above 1,500 feet AGL 
are identified by four number characters (e.g., IR1206, 
VR1207). MTRs that include one or more Segments above 
1,500 feet AGL are identified by three number characters 
(e.g., IR206, VR207). IFR low altitude en-route charts 
depict all IR routes and all VR routes that accommodate 
operations above 1,500 feet AGL. IR routes are conducted 
in accordance with IFR regardless of weather conditions. 
VFR sectional charts depict military training activities, such 
as IR, VR, MOA, restricted area, warning area, and alert 
area information. (Source: Pilots Handbook of Aeronautical 
Knowledge FAA-H-8083-25B)

  References:
  1. FAA Flight Service / System Operations Services - National
  2. Flight Procedures and Airspace – 8260.19G / FAA Oklahoma City, Okla. 
  3. U.S Department of Transportation – Federal Aviation Administration; Washington, D.C.

Military Training Routes (MTRs) RevisitedMilitary Training Routes (MTRs) Revisited 
thin, grey lines with big consequences…thin, grey lines with big consequences…

Figure 15-7. Military Training Route (MTR) chart symbols. 
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Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport 
Terry Connorton is the current treasurer for the South Carolina Aviation Associa-
tion. He joined the board in 2019 to fill a vacant board seat. If elected, he plans to 
continue to streamline SCAA’s expenses while identifying areas for revenue and or-
ganizational growth to ensure a robust association, while continuing to make safety 

a top priotity through his role as Safety Committee Chair.

Connorton is a native of England who traveled throughout Europe and Africa while 
working for an Australia-based tourism company. 

Connorton has been the Airport Director of the Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport 
(SPA) since December 2017, where he oversees more than 80,000 operations annually at 

one of the state’s busiest general aviation airports. Under his watch the airport has played a 
key role in the economic development of the Spartanburg area. 

He is a commercial pilot with more than 3,000 flight hours, a Certified Flight Instructor, an FAA 
Safety Team Representative, and a US Coast Guard Licensed Captain. Connorton currently serves as 

SCAA Treasurer. If re-elected, he plans to continue to streamline SCAA’s expenses while identifying areas 
for revenue and organizational growth to ensure a robust association.

McFarland-Johnson, Inc.

Zach Nelson is an airport consultant with more than 13 years experience in business and 
development planning. He has been employed as Regional Aviation Planning Manager at 

McFarland-Johnson, Inc. since 2016 and previously worked at Passero Associates; Hoyle, 
Tanner & Associates; and Atkins. 

Nelson holds a Master of Public Administration degree with an aviation concentration from 
University of Nebraska at Omaha. He is an adjunct professor in Airport Design at Florida 
Institute of Technology, and he is a student pilot. 

If elected, Nelson aims to combine his knowledge of airport management, regulatory 
compliance, and business development with his passionate energy to serve the betterment of 

SCAA and the state’s airports. 

Board of Director Candidates
Ballots will be sent out by email for voting.

Pilot
Steve Crimm has been involved in aviation since his first solo at the age of 17 in March 
of 1968. An Army veteran, Crimm flew combat helicopters in Vietnam where he amassed 
more than 800 combat flight hours and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

Following the military, he flew helicopters commercially in Quebec, Canada; in Western 
and Southeastern U.S.; and in the Caribbean for 25 years. Steve continues to fly for fun and 
owns an RV-10, and he lives at Whiteplains Airpark outside of Lexington with his wife 
Bobbi.

Crimm has logged more than 10,000 hours of flight time in both helicopters and fixed 
wing, with multiple flight ratings and certifications. Crimm has spent the last 20 working as 

a service delivery manager for Conduent.  

If elected, Steve aims to combine his 50-plus years of aviation experience and knowledge to 
serve and to strengthen SCAA thru leadership and collaboration, as well as developing strong 

support of and for aviation and airports in South Carolina.
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Greenville-Spartanburg International Airport 

Kevin Howell has been involved in aviation for more than 25 years and has built a 
career in airport management that spans more than 20 years. He has been employed 

by Greenville-Spartanburg Airport District since 2010, and has also worked in devel-
opment at Asheville Regional Airport Authority and operations at Little Rock National 
Airport and Metropolitan Nashville Airport Authority. He is currently the Vice President/
Chief Operating Officer for the Greenville Spartanburg Airport District.

Howell earned a Bachelor of Science in Aerospace from Middle Tennessee State Univer-
sity. He is a private pilot with an instrument rating and approximately 450 flight hours. 

If elected, Howell aims to be an active board member and assist in coordination   
and engagement with the state’s commercial service airports. Additionally, he plans to work 

to develop strong support of aviation and airports in South Carolina.

Lancaster County Airport

Paul Moses has served on the SCAA Board of Directors for the last three years. In 
2019 he served as association Vice President and is prepared to continue in the role if 
re-elected. Moses has been the Airport Manager at Lancaster County Airport (LKR) for 

nearly 10 years, where he has used his extensive aviation, leadership and military experi-
ence to oversee operations. Prior to joining Lancaster County Airport, Moses built a career 
in management at Continental Tire in Charlotte, N.C. 

Moses is a commercial pilot with more than 4,000 flight hours. He is Certified Flight 
Instructor for both airplanes and helicopters. Moses is an Army veteran, having served with 

the famed 1st Air Cavalry Division in Vietnam, and he has been a member of the S.C. Wing 
of the Civil Air Patrol for more than 30 years. 

If re-elected, he plans to continue to strengthen the SCAA Board of Directors through effective 
leadership and collaboration. 

Holt Consulting Company 

Growing up in Albemarle, NC., Ryan Hounshell developed a passion for aviation. When 
he was little, he enjoyed trips to the Stanly County Airport (VUJ) with his Dad to watch 

planes take off. It was especially exciting watching the C-130 Hercules flown by the N.C. 
Air National Guard complete touch-and-goes.

 Hounshell and his family moved to South Carolina in 2015, and they now call Chapin 
home. Hounshell has 12 years of airport consulting experience. A Project Manager with 
Holt Consulting Company, he gained airport project experience throughout the Southeast 

on a variety of improvement projects. Hounshell is a registered Professional Engineer in 
South Carolina and enjoys being able to combine his passion for aviation with engineering.

Hounshell earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from The Citadel. During 
summer breaks, he worked at the Shelby-Cleveland County Regional Airport (EHO) in North 

Carolina and was able to take flying lessons. Over the course of several summers, he earned his 
pilot’s license and then instrument rating. Hounshell has approximately 250 flight hours in a variety of 

aircraft. In addition, he is a licensed UAS (drone) pilot.

He has been a member of SCAA since 2014 and participated in various SCAA events. He is interested in serving 
on the board of directors to help initiate growth and promote awareness for the importance of airports and aviation 
in South Carolina. 
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Schedule of Events
SCAA Annual Conference

February 12 – 14, 2020 · Marriott Grande Dunes · Myrtle Beach   

Wednesday, February 12
9:00 am
10:00 am – 6:30 pm 
2:00 – 5:00 pm 
4:00 – 5:00 pm 
6:00 – 7:00 pm 

7:00 pm

Thursday, February 13
7:30 – 8:15 am
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
8:30 – 9:15 am
9:15 – 10:00 am
10:00 – 11:00 am
11:00 am – 12:00 pm
12:00 – 12:10 pm  
12:10 – 12:35 pm 
12:35 – 12:45 pm
12:45 – 1:15 pm 
1:30 – 2:30 pm
2:30 – 3:00 pm
 
3:00 – 4:00 pm
 
4:00 – 5:00 pm

6:30 – 7:00 pm 
7:00 – 9:00 pm 
9:00 – 11:30 pm

Friday, February 14
8:00 – 8:30 am
 
8:45 – 9:30 am
9:30 – 10:15 am
10:15 am

Golf Fore a Good Cause (see details on next page)
Registration
FAA One-on-One Appointments (see details on next page)
Meet Your Commissioners (tentative)
Welcome Reception with Exhibitors 
Dinner on Your Own

Breakfast
Spouse Program (see details on next page)
Welcome and Announcements with Live Ads
FAA Update
SC Aeronautics Commission Update
Landing an International Flight
Exhibit Live Ads (continued)
Pick up lunch and return to seats - sponsored by WK Dickson
FAA Award Presentation
SC Airport Showcase - Myrtle Beach Area Airports
Managing Drones in Your Airspace
Break with Exhibitors
Airport Maintenance License to Kill 

GA Airport Open Exchange Session
Commercial Airport Open Exchange
Engineer/Consultant Session: SCAC CAIRS 2.0 Online Tool
Reception 
Celebration Dinner - Catch the Vision: SC Aviation Week 
      - sponsored by Talbert and Bright
Hospitality Suite - sponsored by Holt Consulting

Breakfast with Exhibitors
AC 150/5300-18B and the ALP Process
Using Nonverbals and Listening in Communication
Closing Remarks and Giveaways - sponsored by ADC Engineering
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Wednesday - 2 pm – 5 pm
FAA One-on-One Appointments
Back by popular demand! Take thirty minutes and utilize this 
opportunity to meet with your ADO and consultant about the 
challenges you face at your airport. There are limited appoint-
ment times, so be sure to sign up soon.

Education Course Descriptions

Thursday
9:00 am – 11:00 am
SCAC and FAA Reports
A mainstay at SCAA’s Annual Conference, once a year we 
receive an annual update from both the SC Aeronautics Com-
mission and the FAA. Learn the highlights in 2019 and what to 
expect in 2020. 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Landing An International Flight
Learn the ins and outs of how Charleston International Airport 
prepared to roll out international flight service.

12:45 – 1:15 pm 
Myrtle Beach Airports Showcase
Horry County Department of Airports will showcase its airports. 
Learn what is new and areas of growth in both the general avi-
ation airports and the commercial airport. Also learn about their 
future plans and how are they utilizing new technology.

1:30 – 2:30 pm
Managing Drones In Your Airspace
Airports and their stakeholders are trying to rapidly catch up 
with drone incursions into their airspace. The first step is to 
understand the regulations and guidance pertaining to drones. 
This session will discuss current and future regulations as they 
relate to drone operations, systems to ensure airports’ opera-
tions are safe with increased risks of drones, and other topics.

3:00 – 4:00 pm
A License To Kill
Learn more about the S.C. Aeronautics Commission’s Herbi-
cide and Fire Ant Control Program, South Carolina pesticide 
applicator licensing requirements, and best practices for airport 
vegetation management from our partners at NaturChem, Inc. 

4:00 – 5:00 pm
GA Airport Open Exchange
(Airport Personnel/Commissioners Only)
Engage in this opportunity to dialogue about the issues your 
general aviation airport is facing and hear from other airports 
on how they have addressed similar situations in this open 
format session.

SCAC CAIRS 2.0 Online Tool 
(Engineers/Consultants only)
Come learn all you need to know about the CAIRS 2.0 online 
tool and how SCAC will use it to manage the ACIP and grant 
management programs.

Commercial Airport Exchange Session 
(Airport Personnel/Commissioners Only)
Participate in this roundtable discussion for S.C. Commercial 
airports to discuss common challenges and opportunities in  
the state.

Friday
8:45 – 9:30 am
AC 150/5300-18B and The ALP Process
A review of aviation GIS standards and the impact on the ALP 
process.

Thursday 9 am – 3 pm
Spouse Program - Pawley’s Island Day Tour
Participants meet in Marriott Grande Dunes hotel lobby at 
9 a.m. to board transportation to Pawley’s Island. The tour 
begins at the Hammock Shops in Pawleys Island, where the 
guide will cover the history of this four-mile barrier island. The 
tour will stop for lunch at the picturesque Caledonia Plantation, 
which was once one of the largest rice plantations in the area. 
After lunch, the tour continues with a drive to All Saints Church 
and Cemetery. Following is a visit to the home of Palmetto 
Cheese, complete with the opportunity to sample some of their 
creations. The next stop features a flight of ice cream at the 
most amazing ice cream shop in town. Last, its back to the 
Hammock Shops for a little more history and shopping.

Wednesday - 9 am
Golf at Myrtlewood Golf Club
Interested in meeting up with friends on the green? Sign up to 
play a round of golf at Myrtlewood Golf Club for $75 per per-
son. The fee includes a box lunch. A portion of the payment will 
go towards the SCAA Aviation Scholarship Fund.

Celebration Dinner - Catch The Vision
Thursday 7 pm – 9 pm
Come hear how the SC Aeronautics Commission, SC Aviation 
Association and airports from around the state promoted the 
aviation industry’s economic and educational impact during 
2019 Aviation Week. Learn how your airport can be involed in 
2020 as we catch the vision to promote aviation around the 
state in August 2020. 

Special Events and Sessions

Register Now!  
Visit scaaonline.com or call 877-FLY SCAA (359-7222).

Friday 9:30 – 10:15 am
Using Nonverbals and Listening in Communication

Most of us think we are good listeners, but 
often, we fall short. We listen to reply or offer 
advice, never realizing the skills it takes to 
be a great listener. Julie Chapman will cover 
nonverbal communication and what one can 
learn when they pay attention. You will learn 

the five reflective listening skills along with one key ingredient. 
We will explore the art of silence and how to use it. We will un-
derstand how listening is a precious gift we offer another and 
vital for effective leadership. We will explore using recognition 
messages to celebrate others. When you leave, you will know 
how to immediately change your default modes and develop 
deeper personal and professional relationships. 
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Close to 83 years since Anderson Regional Airport opened and 
50 years after the last terminal was built, a new terminal is un-
der construction. The 1970 terminal severely lacked functional 
use and modern amenities. The need for comprehensive system 
upgrades, a lack of ADA accessibility and the overall condition 
of the facility made renovations essential. Given the econom-
ic impact airports bring to a community, it was important to 
provide services for corporate users as well as have a positive 
impact on the community at large.  

It took approximately five years from obtaining a bid to make 
the repairs until the ribbon was cut for the groundbreaking on 
September 27, 2018. A broad group worked together to se-
cure a consortium of funding. Michael Baker International, an 
SCAA Associate Member, was the engineer and architect for 
the facility. Occupancy was expected in August of this year, 
however due to weather delays and lack of skilled tradesmen, 
the anticipated opening will be in March of 2020.

Interim Airport Director Hugh Oldham states the new building 
will include a large multimedia room available for community 
meetings as well as to accommodate the needs of the airport 
for their meetings. Additionally, the terminal will feature a 
waiting area, a lobby with smart TVs, administrative offices, 
pilot amenities (snooze room), and corporate office space 
available for lease. This new facility will open attract corporate 
flyers, which is a “win-win” for everyone.

Anderson Regional Airport offers a full-service FAA Part 145 
aircraft repair station that offers an array of maintenance and 
avionics services with a 6003-foot runway at a width of 150 
feet. Approximately 14,000 visitors arrive at the airport yearly.

Annual Economic Overview
(Data and analysis provided by the South Carolina 
Aeronautics Commission)

· Operations related to or supported by Anderson Regional 
Airport create 107 total jobs in our community.

· These jobs introduce more than $3.8 million annually in 
direct and indirect payroll.

· Direct and indirect spending related to airport operations, 
related capital investment, and general aviation visitor 
activity totals more than $9.1 million each year.

· In all, Anderson Regional Airport generates $12,967,110 
in annual economic activity.

· Just under 14,000 visitors arrive at Anderson Regional 
Airport each year.

· The airport and airport activities support annual state and 
local tax revenues estimated at $554,380.

Anderson Airport: Gets A New Look
Anderson, in the rolling foothills of upstate South Carolina 
on the shore of Lake Hartwell, was named for a Revolu-
tionary War hero who surveyed the area in the 18th centu-
ry.  The first airport in the area was founded in 1927 and 
named Anderson Regional Airport.

Amelia Earhart visited the airport on November 14, 1931.  
During her visit, she was greeted by more than 1,000 res-
idents while she toured the town and met with local civic 
leaders. Within a year, these civic leaders purchased land 
three miles from downtown and plans were made to build a 
new airport which opened in September 1937.  

Amelia Earhart poses with locals in front of an autogiro at 
the Anderson Airport, 1931. Her visit was part of her Beech 
Nut Gum promotional tour that year.
Anderson County Museum

A Look Back

A Look Forward

Pictured above 
is the terminal 
building under 
construction and 
a rendition of 
the new terminal 
building.



Palmetto Aviation Page 11 

For the second time in 2019, Spartan-
burg-area students with an interest in 
aviation had the opportunity to reach for 
the skies. Spartanburg Downtown Memo-
rial Airport and the Spartanburg Science 
Center again partnered for the second 
Spartanburg Community Aviation Pro-
gram, which enables students to explore 
a variety of career possibilities in the 
aviation field. 

Following is a list of areas the students 
explored: 
•   Aircraft Maintenance,
•   Flight simulators and automation   
     technology,
•   Glider flights,
•   Civil Air Patrol introduction,
•   Powered flight trip,
•   Air traffic control, and 
•   FAA Safety programs overview.

The final stage in the program involved 
student presentations where participants 
presented the information they learned, 
reinforcing their training and public 
speaking skills. 

SCAA is examining the feasibility of 
creating a template for this program so all 
S.C. airports can receive a guidebook to 
host this program in their communities. 
Learn more at the SCAA Annual Confer-
ence, February 12 – 14, 2020 in Myrtle 
Beach.  

Spartanburg Community Aviation Program

Pictured above are the students participating the different activities during the program.
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reprinted from The Columbia Star 2008
written by Pam Edwards

For as long as he can remember, Xen Motsinger says he wanted to fly. He doesn’t know 
why — he is not descended from a family of pilots — but he can’t remember a time in his 
life when he wasn’t fascinated by airplanes.

Growing up in Taylorsville, N.C., Motsinger recalls making paper airplanes and build-
ing model airplanes. When he was in high school, his class planned a fictitious trip, and 
Motsinger’s role was to pilot the “pretend” airplane.

In 1945, near the end of World War II, he decided to make his lifelong dream come true by 
enlisting in the Army Air Corps and begin training to become a pilot. At that time the war 

in Europe had ended, and he was told there was no longer a need for pilots. He wasn’t allowed to finish flight training.

Motsinger entered college in Maryville, Tennessee in 1948, excited to learn they had an aviation program. He enrolled for his first 
semester, one in a class of over 300 students, all wanting to train as pilots. Because of the large number, the students were sepa-
rated into two groups: A- L were to begin flight training and M- Z, ground school. Motsinger signed up for a semester of ground 
school, knowing that to train as a pilot both ground school and flight school are needed, thinking that M- Z would be in flight 
school the following term. The aviation program was dropped after the first semester.

Motsinger says he was beginning to think maybe someone was trying to tell him something.

A few years later, working as a hospital administrator in Taylorsville, 
Motsinger and a buddy were talking about each of their dreams of 
becoming pilots. A third friend said he knew how to fly and would teach 
them for free if they would buy a plane.

A J-3 Cub was located, and the two friends pooled their resources to 
purchase it for $760. The three young men drove to pick up the plane. A 
coin toss decided that Motsinger’s friend would fly back home with the 
pilot while Xen drove the truck back. That was just one more delay.

Motsinger earned his private pilot’s license in North Wilkesboro, N.C., 
in 1952 and has been flying, as well as building and restoring airplanes, 
ever since.

A SC Aviation Legend Remembered

In 1997, Xen Motsinger was inducted into the S.C. Aviation Hall of Fame for 
his contribution to aviation in the state.  

Currently the South Carolina Aviation Hall of Fame has a permanent home at 
the Jim Hamilton-LB Owens Air-
port in Columbia, but prior to that 
Xen and Ron Shelton created the 
first Hall of Fame display built in 
wooden cases. Everytime the Hall of 
Fame display needed to be shown at 
an event Xen and Ron would arrive 
at SCAA headquarters ready and 
willing to transport the more than six 
case display. 

continued on page 14

Aviation enthusiast, legend and S.C. Aviation Hall of Fame Member Xen Motsing-
er passed away in the fall of 2019. The following was an article written in the 
Columbia Star 2008. It captured his essence and love of aviation, so SCAA asked 
for permission to reprint in honor of Xen.
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I have read and understand the scholarship program description, I further state that all the information given below is 
accurate, to the best of my knowledge.

Signed______________________________________________________ Date________________________

Your application must be accompanied by:
(a) One (1) letter of recommendation from an SCAA member.
(b)	 Your	high	school	transcript	(or	GED	equivalent),	confirming	your	GPA	and	senior	or	graduate	status.
(c)	 Your	college	transcript	(if	already	enrolled),	confirming	your	GPA	and	full-time	enrollment	status.
(d) A brief paragraph concerning your request for scholarship.
(e) A brief paragraph that outlines your educational goals and career plans.

Please	Print

Last Name__________________________ First Name _________________________  Middle Initial______

Address____________________________________ City_____________________  State____  Zip_________

Telephone__________________________		E-mail	Address	_________________________________________		

Legal Residence:  State____  County__________________  

High School _______________________________________________________________________________

*The below information is only needed if you have not yet graduated or you recently graduated highschool. 

*High School Class Rank______			*Grade	Point	Average	_______		*Expected	Graduation	Date	________

College/Technical School Selection____________________________________________________________

Academic Discipline ________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________  Telephone____________________________

City __________________________________________  State___________________  Zip_______________

Acceptance Date_____________  Semester Start Date______________  Est. Graduation Date______________

Referring	Member	___________________________________		Phone________________________________

Please	list	any	academic	institutions	you	have	attended	or	specialized	aviation-oriented	technical	or	military	training	 

you have received: 

Program	or	Institution	 	 	 	 Address	 	 	 	 						Dates	Attended
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

Return completed application to 
SCAA, PO Box 80994, Charleston, SC 29416 

or email to scaa@scaaonline.com by June 30, 2020

2020 SCAA Scholarship Application
The South Carolina Aviation Association scholarship program promotes the aviation industry in South Carolina 
through	limited	financial	assistance	for	South	Carolina	residents	who	are	or	will	pursue	a	career	in	the	aviation	indus-
try. Residents who attend, or will attend, an educational institution inside or outside of the state are eligible to apply. 
Awarded scholarships will be provided at a minimum level of $500 and will be paid to scholarship recipients.
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Motsinger helped found the Palmetto Sport Aviation Association, the local EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association) Chapter 242 
in 1965, and has been active in the organization, serving as president in 1966, as well as other offices through the years. The local 
chapter serves over 200 members today and is a part of 1,100 chapters throughout the U.S. and the world.

Members of Palmetto Sport Aviation Association spend much of their time building and restoring airplanes. Motsinger says he has 
had up to 11 planes at one time in various stages of restoration. Popular planes for builders include the Vans RV6 and Vans RV6a.

The EAA holds local, regional, and national events called fly-ins. The largest national fly-in is held each year in Oshkosh, Wiscon-
sin, the last week in July. This past July, over 9,000 planes participated and over 600,000 people were in attendance at the national 
event.

Motsinger’s perfectly restored 1946 Aeronca Champ won awards at the Oshkosh Fly-In.

In 1997, Xen Motsinger was inducted into the S.C. Aviation Hall of Fame for his contribution to aviation. He has received many 
awards over the years for his accomplishments in aviation including the Oshkosh Lindy Award, Best O-65 HP Oshkosh HP Sun 
Fun, Palmetto Sport Aviation Man of the Year Award, and the EAA Red McCord Award. He continues to judge aviation contests 
and antique air shows.

Motsinger wears a silver ring with the likeness of a pilot’s face on it, designed and sculpted several years ago by his dear friend 
and fellow aviator, sculptor Stavros Chrysostomides, who made only 11 of the rings for his closest friends. One of Chrysosto-
mides’ many works includes the shark sculpture in the S.C. State Museum. Chrysostomides passed away in June, 2007.

Motsinger’s friend and partner in the purchase of that first airplane in 1952, passed away a couple of years ago, and the old J-3 
Cub was passed on to a nephew. The nephew is restoring it, and Motsinger says he is looking forward, after 56 years, to enjoy the 
treat of once again flying the airplane in which he learned.

A SC Aviation Legend Remembered... continued from page 12

Thank 
you
SCAA
corporate 
members!
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Membership Application
South Carolina Aviation Association

PO Box 80994, Charleston, SC 29416 
(P) 1-877-FLY-SCAA // (E) scaa@scaaonline.com

 (W) www.scaaonline.com
__ $25  Student Membership
__ $40  Individual Membership
__ $250 Airport Membership
  (Includes 8 members)
__ $450 Corprate Membership
  (Includes 10 members & logo in all   
             newsletters)

Total ____________

Membership Category

Circle the category that best describes you:

	 Pilot	 	 Government	Offical*
 FBO  Consultant
 Vendor  Airport Manager

*Includes	airport	commission	member,	state,	federal,	
or other government agencies.

Please include any additional descritions (with 
ratings) that apply to you on the line below. 
(Examples: Commissioner, Commissioner Chair, 
Airport, Executive Director, Manager, FBO, 
Consultant, Vendor, Pilot, etc.)
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Name _______________________________________
Affiliation____________________________________
Address_____________________________________
City/State/Zip________________________________
Phone_______________________________________
Email________________________________________

Circle	your	method	of	payment:
 Check   Visa  MC Amex   Bill Me
CC#________________________________________
EXP Date ____________________________________
Security Code_________________________________
Name/Billing Address _________________________    
_____________________________________________

___	Please	send	me	a	printed	copy	of	Palmetto Aviation.

In 2020 SCAA will distribute the newsletter electronically 
to all members. Individual members may opt in to receive a 
printed copy. Issues will continue to be mailed to the airports 
around the state to place in their lobby area.

Jim Hamilton-L.B. Owens
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PO Box 80994
Charleston, SC 29416
1-877-FLY SCAA (359-7222)
www.scaaonline.com

SCAA Conference Sponsors

SCAA Conference Exhibitors

Union County Airport - Shelton Field


