
June 1, 2015

TO: South Carolina Aviation Community

South Carolina will celebrate National Aviation Week August 23-29. The SC Aviation Association and the 
SC Aeronautics Commission are asking for your help in promoting the week in your community.

The association hosts a video on its website that showcases how aviation affects the general public by 
featuring stories from the public who have been positively impacted by aviation and aerospace in South 
Carolina. We would like to ask you to promote the video through your website, your facebook page and 
any other way that you can share the video. Please contact hannah@associationsplus.com or see the 
aviation week page on SCAA’s website to retrieve this video. 

During Aviation Week please post what you are doing to promote the week on SCAA’s Facebook page so 
we can celebrate with you. Throughout the week the association will hold events to promote the week, but 
the key to the week’s success is your participation.

The association is mailing a resource package to you to help with your efforts.  The packet includes:

1) A Governor’s Proclamation for South Carolina Aviation Week. 
2) A draft proclamation for your airport advisory board to approve and submit to the media.
3) An editorial piece on the importance of aviation in SC to submit to your media.
4) A resource page on how your airport can get involved throughout the week.
5)  Talking points you can use during a discovery flight.
6)  A statewide aviation coloring page that can be given out to children who tour the airport.

For our future efforts to promote aviation in South Carolina, we are asking you to submit stories about 
how aviation impacts South Carolina citizens. 

All resources are available online at www.scaaonline.com.  

If you have any questions or need help with any of your efforts to promote the week, please contact SCAA 
staff at 1-877-359-7222.

Sincerely, 

Don Purcell
SCAA President



Other Opportunities to Showcase Aviation During the Week at Your Airport
The following ideas will help you promote aviation at your airport:

- Host an airport “open house” event – This could be a full scale event with aircraft static displays and 
information booths or could be a scaled down event in the airport terminal.  

- Publicize and conduct a meeting of your Airport Commission – Many members of the general public are 
unaware of the functioning of the airport governing body and what goes into the management and 
improvement of an airport.  The meeting should emphasize information and ceremony over conducting 
routine business.

- Schedule a special ‘Young Eagles’ event with your local EAA Chapter.

- Issue a news release that  highlights some interesting aspect of your airport (development project 
underway or recently completed, your noise mitigation program, notable milestones, etc.).

- Provide an information brief on general aviation to community service organizations such as the local 
chamber of commerce, Rotary Club, Lions Club, etc.

- Arrange for local media coverage of an organization which promotes general aviation such as an EAA 
Chapter or a Civil Air Patrol Squadron.

Building and maintaining a culture of aviation safety is challenging and takes a leadership commitment.  
South Carolina/National Aviation Week provides an opportunity to place aviation safety where it belongs: 
front and center before the pilot community, airport staffs, and the general public.  This can be accomplished 
through the following events:

- Conduct a FOD Walk – Record the amount and composition of the FOD which you collect and use it as a 
benchmark for future collection efforts.

- Conduct a meeting of your airport safety committee.

- Organize an airport safety committee.

- Conduct a thorough airfield inspection to include lighting and mowing to ensure a safe environment.

- Host an aviation safety fly-in – The South Carolina Aviation Safety Council can be a resource to assist with 
speakers and other support (scaviationsafety.org).

- This is only a resource guide to provide ideas for consideration and should not at all limit you and your 
imagination.  Also, local conditions might require events of this nature to be scheduled on another day of the 
week.  



Aviation Talking Points for Discovery Flights:

One opportunity to promote aviation during the week is to offer discovery flights to your local media. Below are 
some talking points that can be used during a discovery flight.

- South Carolina has six commercial service airports, 54 general aviation airports and four busy military air-
fields that are essential underpinnings to South Carolina’s diversified business base, growing population and 
growing tourism industry.

- Airports support and assist South Carolina through many activities including recreational flying, providing a 
gateway to communities and tourist attractions, accommodating agricultural spraying, supporting air cargo and 
air freight shipments, helping law enforcement, supporting the military and its operations, providing access in 
times of emergency, and supporting medical needs and the medical profession.
           
- Many businesses in South Carolina rely on aviation, both commercial service and general aviation airports, for 
the efficient transport of people and goods. Corporate aircraft are a tool used by businessmen to be more 
efficient with their time.  Air travel allows them time to work all day, fly in the afternoon to attend an evening 
event and be back at work the next day.  Without the airport infrastructure that South Carolina has in place, that 
would not be possible.

- Aviation, commercial service airports, general aviation airports, and military airfields in South Carolina 
support more than 70,000 jobs. With more than 100 aerospace related companies in South Carolina, aviation is 
a multi-billion dollar industry. Aviation and airports in South Carolina also contribute millions each year in tax 
benefits to state and local government.


